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Fall 2022

Dear Parish Friends,

We are fi nishing up our 2023 Stewardship campaign 
which focuses on the importance of pledging. One 
of the main reasons for pledging, is that pledging 
says, “I’m in – I am a part of something larger than 
myself.” 

Pledging and giving come from a grateful heart 
because with a grateful heart we desire to be 
generous. As a church, we come together to give 
fi nancially to support our ministries and numerous 
outreach programs, but we also come together to 
break bread and give in ways that glorify the Lord 
and are often unknown to us.

Winston Churchill famously said, “We make a living 
by what we get, but we make a life by what we 
give.” Sometimes generosity is as simple as o� ering 

a smile or taking a few extra minutes to listen 
to someone who needs it. Whatever form your 
generosity takes, we hope you will share a part 
of it with us at St. John the Divine, knowing that 
whatever you give will enrich your life and allow 
you to be a part of something larger than yourself.

In this report, you can read about the many 
generous ways people have joined together during 
the 3rd quarter at St. John the Divine to contribute 
to a life larger than themselves and to share the 
love of Jesus with others.

Blessings,

Louise Symmes, Director of Generosity

During this season of Generosity, PJ and I are reminded of using 
our time, talent, and treasure. Early in our lives, our parents were 
Christian examples of volunteering, serving others, and fi scal tithing 
at our churches, instilling those actions in us. As Jesus stated, “I came 
to serve, not to be served.” (Matt 20:22). Servanthood is about 
relationships and following the Great Commandment (Matt 22:37-
39), scriptures we heard often growing up. The Church of St. John 
the Divine is a vibrant, living example of those teachings. As longtime 
members of SJD, we have witnessed parishioners serving as Lay 
Eucharistic Ministers and Visitors, and other relational ministries. We 
have witnessed their dedicated service and were encouraged by these 
parishioners to get involved. Serving the sacraments on Sundays at 
church and/or carrying the sacraments to our church family when 
they would not otherwise receive it, is a blessing and gift to us, as 

well as to the communicants who receive it. We are honored and humbled to serve in these and other 
relational ministries; living the mission of St. John the Divine: “Changing Lives for God in Christ.”

H U M B L E D  T O  S E R V E

SJD Parishioners Tim and PJ Richardson

Make your pledge today!
sjd.org/pledge

If you have never pledged before, please 
consider making your fi rst pledge. If you have 
pledged in the past, but have not yet made 
a 2023 pledge, please prayerfully consider 
making a pledge to support the mission and 
ministries of St. John the Divine.SJD
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YOUR GENEROUS YEAR-TO-DATE SUPPORT TOTALING 
$5,852,517 HAS ALLOWED US TO DO THE FOLLOWING 
IN THE 3RD QUARTER:

8 parishioners began serving as vergers, a new worship 
role that assists the clergy and serves as “stage manager” 
for worship services. They will organize everyone 
involved in church services, including: 62 children’s 
choristers, 28 adult choir members, 36 acolytes, 60
Lay Eucharistic Ministers (LEMs), 6 clergy, 29 lectors 
and intercessors, and 40 altar guild members.

Showing we care takes many forms at St. John the Divine: 142 people were o� ered 
Communion by our Lay Eucharistic Visitors, 37 people were prayed for in their 
hospital rooms by Lay Hospital Visitors, 7 parishioners began the Mourners Path class 
with 2 parishioner facilitators, 20 men & 20 women serve as Stephen Ministers, 
trained listeners who support you while you’re making life decisions

In September, 16 parishioners donated blood which helps 48 people. 

Vacation Bible School opened its doors to 100 children from Forge for Families from 
Houston’s Third Ward. A total of 242 children were loved on at Vacation Bible School 
by 100+ volunteers.

We donated $10,000 for Hurricane Ian Relief.

100 Young Adults connect each week through a group chat, 25 enjoyed a weekend 
of fellowship at Camp Allen with young adults from several Episcopal churches, and 
15 are participating in SJD’s new “Cornerstone Fellowship” a 9-month long leadership 
and discipleship program written by parishioners Tony Mayer and Andy Breckwoldt.

44 students are learning about Jesus and the Christian life through our year-long 
confi rmation class.

150 people stayed connected with their SJD neighbors this summer at 5
neighborhood gatherings throughout Houston!

SJD helped our community partners grow: 200+ leaders attended the fi rst-ever 
Change Maker luncheon at SJD during the Global Leadership Summit and 20 people 
attended an 8-hour mental health training here. 

12 di� erent ministries prepared and served pasta suppers on Wednesday nights 
during our fall all-church study of Timothy.

The gift of hospitality and welcoming is shared through 8 families on Sunday 
mornings as our fi rst Family Ambassadors. We also welcome our young families to take 
a break during the service in our new church family room o�  the narthex. 

New Verger Carolyn Baker


