
We have invited friends and neighbors to attend because St. John the 

Divine is a fun, welcoming place for families to worship and fellowship. 

Our children love to attend and participate in the service with their 

friends, and we are thankful the church is providing a Christian 

foundation of faith for them. Our family’s motto is, “the more the 

merrier!”   — Natalie & Brad Kirklin

We were invited to attend SJD by my husband’s cousin, Laura Hill (Laura 

and Stephen Hill). We wanted to be a part of a church family where we 

felt warmly welcomed, where we could raise our two boys in the church 

and in that community, and a place where things felt accessible. After 

attending our first service at SJD, we immediately felt like it was a place 

we could call home.  — Ashley & Jay Kingham

Our good friends the Kirklins and the Bouchers encouraged us to visit St. 

John the Divine, and we felt so welcomed from our very first visit.  We have 

enjoyed getting to know other SJD members at events such as the Younger 

Side dinner and the Sunday night kickball game.  SJD has already enriched 

our lives, and we are so happy to see our daughters excited to participate in 

the Church community. — Julie & Andrew Edelman

I’ve invited people to SJD because I know they will find a vibrant and welcoming 

community. SJD and its programs offer an incredibly fulfilling experience. 

— Mark Boucher

Thank you!
Y O U R  Q U A R T E R L Y  G E N E R O S I T Y  R E P O R T

Summer 2022

Dear Parish Friends,

Do you like getting an invitation to something? Is it 
the event itself, or the person who invited you, or 
the anticipation of what it’s going to be like when 
you get there? What was it like when you got that 
invitation to learn (more) about Jesus, or come to 
St. John the Divine?  Hopefully, you were excited 
and said, “Yes Lord!” But maybe you weren’t, and 
maybe it took a while for the delight in the Lord or 
SJD to sink in. We know God is always pursuing us, 
but isn’t it nice when someone else is, as well?  

W H Y  W E  I N V I T E !

W H Y  W E  C A M E  A N D  S T A Y E D !

The result of an invitation can be fun, a new friend, 
a deepened relationship, and more. When you invite 
someone to St. John the Divine, they will get all of 
that, and an “and more” of an eternal relationship 
with Jesus himself! Please think about who you can 
invite to St. John the Divine and then, generously 
extend the invitation!

Blessings,

Louise Symmes, Director of Generosity



Thank you!
Y O U R  G E N E R O S I T Y  C H A N G E S  L I V E S

YOUR GENEROUS YEAR-TO-DATE SUPPORT TOTALING 
$4,174,504 HAS ALLOWED US TO DO THE FOLLOWING 
IN THE 2ND QUARTER:
Your generosity brings music to our ears – 2 trumpets playing and 40 children 
singing on Palm Sunday, 4 brass instruments accompanied our full choir on Easter, and 
2 trumpets heralded Pentecost’s arrival.

2,297 people shared in the joy of the Risen Lord for our many Easter services. An 
additional 265 attended the Maundy Thursday service, 185 attended Good Friday 
services, 150 did the Family Stations of the Cross, and 100 First Steps students 
participated in the “My Path to Easter,” program hosted by our Children’s Ministry. 
8,000 eggs were collected during the 3 Easter egg hunts!

We donated $15,000 from our Easter o� ering to Mission Amistad in 
Bolivia – and they are most grateful! 

Dear St. John the Divine Friends,  

May the love of Jesus live in your heart this Easter. He is Risen!  

With love, Lui Poly, Girls Youth House 

18 parishioners led us through curriculum about the Bible, Christian leadership, social 
justice concerns and more in 10 di� erent classes and studies. Our 7 fabulous clergy 
are leading us through their Summer Sunday School series and in many other ways! 

Generous parishioners underwrote 700 roses for Mother’s Day, 250 root beer fl oats 
for Father’s Day, and 500 meals for our Summer Sunday Nights in June!

3 Seminarians have come to work and learn among us this summer, thanks to a grant 
by a generous parishioner.

8 parishioners were led through “The Mourners Path” curriculum and each had his/
her own “secret” prayer partner, supporting and praying them through it.

37 adults and 9 Students volunteer weekly for family ministry.

Your generous inviting has allowed us to welcome 39 new members, 28 newly 
confi rmed youth, and 30 confi rmed, received, or rea�  rmed adults, and give a send o�  
blessing to 30+ graduating high school seniors.

We donated 6,353 diapers and 5,908 wipes to Life Houston through our 
Mother’s Day Drive and our SJD food drives for ECHOS have yielded over 2,000
pounds of food for 1,800 meals.

THOUSANDS of you bring the light of Christ outside our walls, using the 
transformative power of service to work not only to show the love of Christ to others, 
but to work our own hearts to increase in our love for Christ.


