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Let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,

not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some,

but encouraging one another, and all the more as

you see the Day drawing near. – Hebrews 10:24-25
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AWAKEN ‘25 | OCTOBER 3 – 5 
An all-parish weekend of spiritual 
awakening, renewal, and rededication.
Worship,teaching, and small groups.
Children and youth programs available.

SPEAKERS
Dr. Ed Newton, Community Bible Church
Shauna Niequist, bestselling author

REGISTRATION | SJD.ORG/AWAKEN
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About this magazine
This newsletter is printed quarterly and is comprised of articles written

by staff, members, and friends of St. John the Divine. If you have a

“Spotlight” story, “Community Notes” announcement (Baptism, Birth,

Death, Wedding, New Member, Memorial), or photos that you would

like to submit, please email Andrea Meier at ameier@sjd.org.
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Growth is a key strategic objective in St. John the Divine’s 

vision for the future. In our leadership’s continuing strategic 

planning for the next five years, our working documents 

name this desire explicitly: “We want to be obedient to 

Christ’s Great Commission to grow his church among all 

people (Matthew 28:19).” We are developing ministries to 

grow the numbers of new members joining our life in Christ 

as well as to grow the engagement level of current members 

who are not deeply involved. 

For faithful believers, it may seem obvious that any church 

would want to develop strategies aimed at this kind of growth. 

Alas, that has not been my observation across the Christian 

landscape in the West. In many cases, challenges within and 

outside the life of a congregation dictate a focus on merely 

maintaining what is already happening. There are a multitude 

of churches that simply aim for survival. Thus, I am so grateful 

to belong to a Christ-centered, deeply loved, and vibrant 

parish that wants to share the life God has given us with others 

who do not experience it. We want to see growth.

However, I raise two important questions: what is growth, 

and how does it happen in the church? St. Paul famously 

reminded an expanding and diverse congregation in ancient 

Corinth that while leadership is obviously important, it is 

God who is responsible for growth: “Neither the one who 

plants, nor the one who waters is anything, but only God 

who gives the growth” (1 Cor. 3:7). Eloquent and wise 

words are good things, of course. But the message of the 

gospel grows through the “demonstration of the Spirit and 

of power” (1 Cor. 2:4). Jesus said it even more succinctly: 

“without me, you can do nothing” (John 15:5). 

For St. John the Divine to live into the Lord’s vision for our 

future, we need to rely less on our own power and more on 

God’s power. And that is counterintuitive to a parish like ours, 

whose cultural history and current state are defined by much 

human activity. Indeed, our activist nature as a congregation 

is a large part of what makes SJD so special. This church never 

seems to stand still. We are a very busy place. We work very 

hard to secure a successful and growing parish. 

I once heard the Christian leadership author and speaker, 

John Maxwell, say that the best place to conduct a job 

interview is at a cafeteria. An employer can quickly learn the 

job applicant’s capacity to prioritize! Sometimes I wonder if 

SJD is a bit like a cafeteria: we offer an abundant buffet of 

ministries, but find it difficult to prioritize them. We do many 

things and do them well! 

Still… do we hear the words of our Savior? “Without me you 

can do nothing.” His lordship is our only priority. If he does 

not preside over our life together, it doesn’t matter who else 

does. Now is the time to return to this priority more than 

ever if we are to see the growth we yearn for. 

I am calling all members of St. John the Divine to a significant 

ministry in the life and history of our parish on the weekend of 

October 3-5, 2025. Please come and be a part of what we are 

calling Awaken ’25, a church-wide, in-town weekend retreat 

by the Rev. Dr. R. Leigh Spruill, rector

Awaken to Growth
in the Spirit
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up, surrender our busy schedules for one weekend, and be 

awake to whatever God may do, trusting entirely that Christ 

wants to bless us anew with his undying love in the power and 

presence of the Holy Spirit. 

While we rightly hope to see expanding ministries, increasing 

membership, and burgeoning resources, the growth God 

cares most about is greater and greater awakening to the 

presence of Christ in the power of the Spirit. Awaken ’25 will 

be a unique opportunity for all of us to come together under 

that reality, under what we pray will be the Lord’s outpouring. 

This growth is our priority in this vital season of parish life. 

And I earnestly desire to share the experience with all of you 

in early October.

for spiritual awakening, renewal, and rededication for all ages 

and stages. It has been almost two decades since SJD came 

together for a parish renewal weekend. With other parish 

leaders, I sense now is the time again given all that we need to 

be praying over for the coming years. Awaken ’25 is not just 

a weekend event but a catalyst to awaken us anew to the Spirit 

and power of God that can “accomplish in us abundantly far 

more than we too seldom ask or imagine” (Ephesians 3:20). 

You will be hearing and reading much more about 

Awaken ’25 in the coming weeks. I pray that in the years 

ahead, we will look back and say that this October gathering 

of the entire parish was one of the most significant movements 

of God in the entire history of SJD. What would have to happen 

for that to be said? Well, it’s up to God. Our call is to show 

“I am so grateful to belong to a Christ-centered, deeply loved, and vibrant 

parish that wants to share the life God has given us with others who do not 

experience it. We want to see growth.”

I discovered this slim devotional book a couple of years ago through the Greater Houston 

Prayer Community. Since then, I have often found myself recommending it to others. 

Andrew Murray (1828-1917) was a Scottish-born pastor, author, and missionary to South 

Africa whose extensive writings focus on the prayer-filled life. This book comprises 31 

brief selections from his works. His writings are Scripture-based, practical, and inspiring. 

If you are looking for a good devotional resource for the fall season, I highly encourage 

you to get this book.

Waiting on God:
A 31-Day Adventure into the Heart of God 
by Andrew Murray (Igniting Prayer Action, 2019)

Fall Book Recommendation



tradition. The organ needed to accompany congregations 

both large and small and to be able to have a range of 

stops and colors soft enough to accompany a single child’s 

voice up to that of a full orchestra or whole congregation 

on Easter with brass. Additionally, it needed to be able 

to play the majority of the organ literature faithfully. 

After traveling around the country to visit other organs, 

the organ committee selected the Létourneau company, 

a Canadian firm based outside of Montreal, to build our 

remarkable instrument, which features nearly 8,400 pipes. In 

August 2005, scores of volunteers, aided by scouts from Troup 

55, formed an assembly line to help unload all the pipework 

and related equipment from the semi-trucks. We called 

the event “pass-a-pipe,” and pipework was subsequently 

spread throughout the nave and on top of all the pews. 

After several months of installation and weeks of voicing, 

Peter Conte, the organist of the famed Wanamaker organ 

in Philadelphia, played the inaugural recital in 2006. Later 

that fall, the University of Houston Symphony Orchestra 

joined with organists John Gearhart and Steve Newberry 

to present two concerts of music for organ and orchestra, 

including Saint-Saëns’ Organ Symphony. Many other artists 

have performed here throughout the years, including 6

by Steven A. Newberry, director of music and worship

Resonating Faith:

Concert with UH Symphony

The Létourneau Organ at 20

Twenty years ago, the birth of the grand Létourneau organ 

at St. John the Divine was part of an overall renovation of 

the worship space, which included acoustic improvements 

to enhance clarity and foster a sense of community in 

the spoken word, promote robust hymn singing, and 

support our choir program. Today, St. John the Divine is 

regarded as one of the finest acoustic spaces in the city. 

When an organ is built into the structure of a building, the 

room itself is considered the most important stop on the 

organ. Whereas our church building previously experienced 

a significant drop in sound energy from the front to the 

back, there is now very little loss, allowing for an immersive 

worship experience wherever one sits in the room. 

St. John the Divine’s original organ and its chambers (the 

rooms which housed the pipes) suffered significant water 

damage over the years to the point that it made more 

sense to consider a new instrument instead of renovating 

the old one. Especially in conjunction with the renovation 

of the worship space, the significantly improved acoustics, 

and the burgeoning music program. In its design, we 

primarily needed a liturgical instrument that could 

faithfully accompany the traditional Anglican 

liturgy, the bedrock of our Anglican/Episcopal 



Console going into church Passing the pipes

As part of our 20th anniversary celebration of the grand Létourneau organ, we welcome virtuoso organist Ken 

Cowen, who will offer a free concert on Saturday, September 20, at 5:00 pm. Ken is an associate professor of 

music at Rice University and one of North America’s finest concert organists. Praised for his dazzling artistry, 

impeccable technique, and imaginative programming by audiences and critics alike, he maintains a rigorous 

performing schedule that takes him to major concert venues and churches in America, Canada, Europe, and 

Asia. Admission is free, and we ask that you reserve tickets in advance. 

concerts. Over the years, the organ has inspired us 

in many ways: weekly worship, the great festivals of 

Christmas and Easter, countless weddings and funerals, 

concerts, and recordings by outside groups – not to 

mention playing for weekly St. John’s School chapels. The 

instrument is well-used and is a blessed treasure to St. 

John the Divine and to the greater Houston community. 

As we celebrate the 20th anniversary of the grand Létourneau 

organ this September, we look back in appreciation to 

those who stepped out in faith, seeing the future of 

praise and worship to God that this amazing instrument 

has brought to the people of God at St. John the Divine.

Paul Jacobs, who appeared twice with ROCO. St. John the 

Divine also hosted the opening Eucharist in 2008 for the 

annual conference of the Association of Anglican Musicians. 

The organ was also a featured instrument for the 2016 

biannual conference of the American Guild of Organists. 

Interestingly, when the Lutherans held their annual 

conference in Houston some years ago, they hosted their 

hymn festival at St. John Divine, featuring organist David 

Cherwien, due to our exceptional acoustics and organ. 

 

The renovation of the space helped inspire the birth of 

ROCO and made it possible to offer choral and orchestra 

programs, such as the Christmas on the Boulevard 

7
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Children: Sacred Gifts from God
by Holli Kight, director of children’s ministry

God’s Word consistently speaks of the value and blessing of 

children. From the very beginning, Scripture portrays them 

not as burdens, but as a heritage and reward. Jesus Himself 

welcomed little ones with open arms, saying, “Let the little 

children come to me… for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such 

as these” (Matthew 19:14).

Every smile, every curious question, every small hand 

reaching up for ours reminds us of this truth: children are 

gifts from God. They are not given to us to possess, but to 

steward. We are called to love them, teach them, and guide 

them in His ways.

As parents, grandparents, guardians, teachers, and members 

of the church family, we share a sacred responsibility. Raising 

children means more than meeting their physical needs—it 

means shepherding their souls. Children watch us closely, 

and they often learn more from what we model than from 

what we say. When we pray, forgive, serve, and worship, we 

show them what it looks like to walk with Jesus. And when we 

admit our mistakes and lean on God’s grace, we teach them 

humility and dependence on Him.

Scripture gives us clear direction in this work. Deuteronomy 

6:6–7 tells us: “These commandments that I give 

you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on 

your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when 

you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get 

up.” In other words, teaching our children about God is not 

a once-a-week activity. It is a daily rhythm, woven into the 

ordinary moments of life.

We do not carry this calling alone. God equips us with 

wisdom, patience, and grace for the journey. And He places 

us in community—the church—so that no child is raised in 

isolation. Whether you are a parent or not, you have a role 

in shaping the faith of the next generation. A kind word, a 

helping hand, a listening ear—all of these reflect God’s love 

to a child.

So let us cherish our children as the treasures they are. Let 

us pray for them, protect them, and invest in their lives. And 

above all, let us raise them to know that they are deeply 

loved—not only by us, but by the God who made them, 

knows them, and has a plan for their future.

Learn more about
children’s ministries and offerings

at St. John the Divine
at sjd.org/children

8
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Mission Report:
STORIES FROM OUR SUMMER MISSION TEAMS

Pilgrimage to Tanzania
by Patricia Snyder, parishioner

Please pray for this Diocese from October 12 to 19, when they will host 700 
missionaries who will go out into the world to preach the good news and make 

disciples. The bishop is praying for 5,000 new disciples.

Neither my husband, George, nor I had ever been to Africa. 

When Bishop Given Gaula and his wife, the Reverand Lillian 

Gaula of Kondoa, Tanzania, visited St. John the Divine in the 

Spring of 2024, we had the opportunity to spend time with 

them. Bishop Gaula invited us to “come see the people,” and 

we were hooked.

The Anglican Diocese of Kondoa is located in a predominantly 

Muslim part of the country. In Tanzania, 70% of the population 

is Christian; however, the Diocese of Kondoa is a missionary 

diocese reaching out to a mix of animists and Muslims. 

The Diocese has been under the leadership of Bishop Given 

since 2012.

The SJD team consisted of Leigh and Susalee Spruill, Libby 

Garfield, Anne Bike, Ted and Lori Gobillot, and George 

and Patricia Snyder. Our trip was a “pilgrimage” and not 

a “mission trip.”  Bishop Given’s purpose for the invitation 

was to develop relationships and introduce his Diocese to 

the knowledge that they are part of a larger worldwide 

Christian community.  

Nights in the hostel were delightfully cool, and each 

morning we were awakened by the Muslim call to prayer, 

accompanied by crowing roosters as the city came alive. 

The churches we visited gathered around a covering of 

colorful sheets and blankets with plastic lawn chairs for 

the guests of honor. Foot tapping music was provided by 

drums, choirs, and a large boom box attached to a solar 

panel. Without electricity or running water, these generous 

congregations fed us local cuisine cooked over an open 

fire. During the visits to the churches, 107 baptisms took 

place, along with a blessing of the cattle and bomas at the 

Maasai church, accompanied by preaching and prayers. 

Interspersed between the baptisms and preaching were 

countless joyful songs and dances. On Pentecost Sunday, 

we participated in the ordination service for 13 new priests 

who had each spent the past year planting a church.

As an observer, guest, and prayer partner who could only 

smile and nod in Swahili, I was blessed to participate in the 

work of the Holy Spirit. Our first visit was to a Maasai church 

where we witnessed many people respond to the invitation 

for prayer. I was awed by the Spirit’s work as I saw several of the 

elderly Masai warriors in full regalia come up to humbly kneel 

for prayer. I could not know what the Holy Spirit said to them, 

but their hearts were full. This church was at the very end of 

a cattle path (really). That long, bumpy road convinced me 

that our Lord Jesus goes to the very ends of the earth to call 

his children to himself. What an honor it was to see another 

part of God’s kingdom, share meals, hold hands, and rejoice 

together because we serve the same gracious God.



Mission Report:
STORIES FROM OUR SUMMER MISSION TEAMS

Bolivia Team
by Stefan Murry, parishioner

The summer 2025 pilgrimage to Bolivia was my fourth trip 

to visit Mission Amistad, having previously gone in 2018, 

2019, and 2024 (2020-2023 were interrupted by pandemic 

travel restrictions). Each time I’ve made the trip, I return re-

energized with the knowledge that the Holy Spirit is at work 

through so many people who are dedicated to nurturing 

some of His most vulnerable children.

Having made my first trip seven years ago, I’ve been 

blessed to see many of the children grow up at La Villa 

(the “neighborhood” created by Amistad to house the 

children and provide recreational, educational, spiritual, 

and administrative facilities for them). My return trips feel 

like visiting with distant family and watching in stop action 

as their children grow a little more each summer. Over the 

years, I’ve seen little ones in their first days at Amistad (often 

quiet and even fearful) grow into outgoing, risk-taking, 

smart, vivacious, and fully formed children who know that 

their “amigos” love them and, most importantly, that God 

loves them. The transformation is absolutely breathtaking 

and so worth the trip down each year.

The close friendships formed between the visitors and 

the children (and staff) are what attract me most to this 

ministry. Amistad means friendship in Spanish, and so the 

“job” of the visitors is nothing more (and nothing less) than 

to demonstrate God’s kindness and love by showing up 

and being friendly to some children who, without Amistad, 

could very well go through their lives never experiencing 

what it means to be loved.

In practice, what does this look like? What, exactly, 
do we DO when we go down there?

We play (a lot) on the playground. We talk. We sit 

with them doing various arts and crafts. We take 

them to visit the world’s largest statue of Christ. We treat them 

to ice cream. We take them on outings to parks. We attend the 

Sunday service with them. We play pickleball with them. We 

take them to dinner. We pray for them, and with them, in daily 

chapel. We laugh. We cook hamburgers and have a picnic. We 

get to know their dreams and their frustrations.

In short, we do what friends do.

I shared in chapel during this trip that there are few places 

I’ve visited where the presence of the Holy Spirit is so 

plainly evident every single day. Being in His presence 

and sharing that experience with His children has been a 

transformative experience for me. A cobblestone path leads 

from the administration building to the various houses 

where the children reside at La Villa. Lining the sides of the 

path is a low rock retaining wall. Shade trees grow along 

the sides of the path. When I walk this path (often hand-in-

hand with one of the children), I imagine Jesus sitting on 

the wall, shaded by the trees, with children scattered at his 

feet, laughing and telling stories to His kids. That’s Amistad.
10
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On this mission trip, we went to San Antonio to work with 

Blueprint Ministries. Blueprint Ministries is an organization 

that works with homeowners who desperately need home 

repairs but can’t afford them. Their mission is to restore 

homes and restore hope by giving people accessible, dry, 

and safe places to live. This year, I served with SJD youth 

Faith, Carson, Grace, Wesley, Maksym, Joey, Matthew, Will, 

Lilah, Staples, Keira, and Abigayle. I was accompanied by 

youth leaders Ellie Kight, Collier Humphreys, Sutton Lowe, 

and Tony Brizuela. I already knew the youth attending with 

me because they all go to midweek, and I was excited to 

have the chance to deepen my relationships.

One of the most magical things about being on mission 

is seeing all the ways God moves through people. The 

way that stood out most to me was the work ethic of my 

team. Our roofing project was a lot bigger than we initially 

realized. Compared to the other group, we were less 

experienced and had fewer materials. We also had a long 

stretch where we had to redo at least two hours’ worth of 

work after realizing we had made a mistake, which is a big 

deal when it’s super hot, and we’re getting tired. However, 

I could see God in the way that everyone persevered 

through these hardships. My team was slow to anger and 

quick to encourage; everyone looked out for and supported 

each other. We literally lifted each other up so we could 

all finish the task at hand. I also saw God in the way that 

we connected with the other churches. We worshiped and 

played together, making new friendships and strengthening 

the ones we had. I could clearly see and feel God, because 

when you are among such a Christ-filled community, you 

get immediately washed over with a sense of belonging, 

and you know you are home.

It is hard to choose a specific memory that stands out as a 

highlight, as I have so many good ones. The high school girls 

and I found this abandoned room filled with mirrors that 

we used as a hideout, and we had many deep (theological) 

discussions in there. I also really loved spending time with 

the middle schoolers on our team. Especially on the bus 

ride back, I could tell that the future of the youth group 

is in good hands because they are all so fun and spirited. 

My favorite highlight was when Faith Crockett got Elizabeth 

Wade (who was serving as a Blueprint summer staff) to play 

“Church Clap” before worship one night, and everyone 

from all the churches who knew it raced to the front, and 

we all danced together. 

My faith life would be different if I hadn’t participated 

in mission teams. Missions have taught me what being a 

servant of the Lord truly looks like. Seeing the love, care, and 

faith from everyone involved in the mission communities 

is a life-changing experience. It gives me such a tangible 

feeling to take back with me and is a reminder to embody 

the Lord in all aspects of my life. Being on mission is the 

closest I have come to seeing the Lord in person, and it is 

almost impossible to doubt when you can see someone’s 

miracle happening in real time. My faith life would also be 

extremely different because I would not be as close with my 

Christian community and sisters in Christ. These friendships 

that have been built on mission are some of the strongest 

in my life and are one of my most prized possessions. Being 

on a mission really opens your eyes to the power of Christ 

as well as shows you what it is like to truly be immersed in 

his path and in the faith.

Youth Blueprint Team
by Eden Miller, parishioner



12

Costa Rica Team
by Savannah Boynton, parishioner

One Midweek, when Sutton announced that the youth 

would have the opportunity to go on a mission trip to 

Costa Rica, I immediately texted my parents asking if I could 

sign up. Traveling has always been a dream of mine, and 

the chance to share God’s love with a new community truly 

excited me. 

During our initial meetings before the trip, we learned all 

about Limón, including its history, culture, and the mission 

work that Christ Church Cathedral had already begun there. 

I remember sharing how excited I was with my twin sister, 

Sadie, and my close friends, Catherine and Vivian. 

One of the most memorable moments for me was our first 

Sunday there, the day after we arrived. We woke up and 

went to church at St. Mark’s. We had been told that church 

in Costa Rica was different, sometimes lasting anywhere 

from two to five hours. I was nervous, imagining a long 

service entirely in Spanish. But as soon as we walked in, 

those nerves faded. We were greeted with wide smiles and 

warm handshakes as reggae worship music filled the church 

through the speakers. 

As an acolyte back home, I’m used to a more structured 

procession, but this was completely different. People 

danced joyfully down the aisle, waving incense, completely 

immersed in praise. I couldn’t help but smile as I watched 

the pure joy on every face. To my surprise, the service was 

entirely in English and even included a surprise wedding 

when an elderly couple announced it was their anniversary. 

I remember walking out of that service stunned, telling my 

friends, “That was the best church service I’ve ever been 

to.” During announcements, Jarvis, who later became a 

good friend to our group, welcomed us by saying, “Once 

you walk into our church, you are no longer just guests. You 

are our family.” 

Before the trip, our group spent time developing a mission 

statement, something we hoped to carry with us and reflect 

on throughout the trip. We eventually settled on: 

“One hope, one body.” After experiencing Costa 

Rica, that statement has never felt truer. While I had gone 

in with the mindset that I would be the one helping others, 

it was the people around me who had the most impact on 

me. Through their selfless love and quiet acts of kindness, 

they changed me and even deepened my faith. Every day, 

whether we were painting, sanding walls, bending wire, 

digging holes, or mixing cement, the women from the town 

made us meals with love and care. Roger, our guide, always 

checked in on us, encouraging us and helping us practice 

our Spanish. Jonathan, a contractor who didn’t speak any 

English, would always give me a thumbs-up or flex his arms 

to encourage me when I felt like I couldn’t keep working 

under the blazing sun. When we spent time with the Costa 

Rican youth at the church’s high school, we shared meals 

and made new friendships, even with the language barrier. 

Despite all the boundaries and differences in how we worship 

or speak, one thing connected us deeply: love. I came into 

the trip expecting to make a difference in someone else’s 

life, but it was the people of Limón who made a difference in 

mine. Their perseverance, despite having far fewer resources 

than we do, and their determination to create a space where 

people can feel God’s presence and community inspired me 

every single day. God always loves first, and that truth was 

evident in everything we experienced on our trip. 

Going forward, I will always cherish the memories from this 

incredible trip. Whether it was an ice cream run to Pops 

after a long day of work or rappelling down waterfalls, I 

loved every moment as I grew closer to my community at 

SJD, to people from another country, and to God. Because 

of this trip, I’ll always carry with me the reminder to always 

love first, to focus on what brings us together as one body, 

and not the things that might seem to set us apart.



Thank You! 
Your Summer Drive Donations

Were A Light for the City and Beyond!

by Madeline Spector,
director of go outreach ministry
As we come to the close of a meaningful summer, we want 

to offer our deepest thanks to all who participated in our 

2025 Summer Outreach Drives through the SJD Go Outreach 

Ministry. Your compassion and commitment have been a 

shining light in our city and beyond.

This summer, your support made a powerful impact through 

three key initiatives:

•	 First Responders in Kerr County Supply Drive

	 Collected 720 fruit pouches, 560 beef sticks,

	 92 protein bars, 386 electrolyte packs, 840 body wipes,

	 36 cans of sunscreen, 14 face sunscreens, 

	 17 sunburn gels, 10 shovels, 3 chainsaws, 

	 36 two-way radios, and 15 extension cords.

•	 Houston reVision Back to School Supply Drive

	 Collected 554 granola bars, 288 ramen soups,

	 56 mac & cheese cups, 20 applesauce packs,

	 10 oatmeal cups, 20 grits, 156 pairs of socks,

	 62 shirts, 4 belts, and 36 backpacks

•	 Soles4Souls Shoe Drive

	 Collected 650 pairs of shoes

Because of your generosity, our local first responders received 

much-needed encouragement and supplies, underserved 

students in Houston are starting the school year with the 

tools they need to succeed, and gently worn shoes were 

given new purpose to serve people across the globe.

Through your involvement, you’ve embodied what it means 

to “Go” and be a light for the city—living out our calling to 

serve with love and humility. These acts of service are not 

only changing lives, but also reflecting the heart of Christ to 

the world around us.

Thank you for continuing to be the hands and feet of Jesus 

through SJD Go Ministry. We are grateful for you and all the 

ways you give of yourselves in faith and love.
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Upcoming Mission Trips

Adult Mission Trip to Nepal
October 21 – November 2

$3,000/person (scholarships available)

Minister with our mission partners Abba House

Children’s Home, Crossway Church, New Starts,

Stepping Stone transitional house, and Higher Ground 

micro-enterprises. Cost includes airfare. 

Email parishioner Barbara Strobel, 

barstro@yahoo.com, for more information.

Adult Mission Trip to Mexico
with Mexico Medical Mission 
November 8–13, 2025

$2,000/person (includes airfare and transportation—

flights, small-plane travel, and a journey on the world-

famous Copper Canyon train—lodging, and meals).

For more than two decades, St. John the Divine has 

partnered with missionaries serving faithfully in this 

region. On this trip, you will:

•	 Meet missionaries living sacrificially on the front

	 lines of the Gospel.

•	 Witness the fruits of mission work among a poor

	 and oppressed tribal community.

•	 Return home with a deeper burden for the Great

	 Commission, inspired to let your giving, serving,

	 and lifestyle reflect God’s call.

•	 Celebrate the role SJD has played in supporting

	 this mission for many years.

Email Mike Berkeley, mike@mexiomedical.org,

for more information.
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Four mission teams traveled toTanzania, Bolivia, Costa Rica, and San Antonio, respectively. 
Mission 
Trips: 
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   Vacation
BIBLE SCHOOL 

130+ children and 125+ youth volunteers learned about loving like Jesusat Vacation Bible School
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Catch up on all the

St. John the Divine

photos in our 

online photo album. 

Visit 

sjdivine.smugmug.com

or scan this code.
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Our yearly return-from-summer event was a celebration of all the wonderful things about life at St. John the Divine!
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continued...
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Thank You!and

Earlier this year, we welcomed Tara Converse as our new director of parish 

giving. Tara has over eight years of nonprofit experience and loves finding ways to 

help people build meaningful connections within their community. A word nerd 

and data enthusiast at heart, she enjoys problem-solving and bringing people 

together through thoughtful communication. We are grateful to God that she has 

been called to serve at our church!

TARA CONVERSE

After 15 years of dedicated service, Chief Financial Officer Marilyn Patterson has 

decided to retire. She has played a pivotal role in ensuring the financial integrity 

and strength of our church. We are deeply grateful for her unwavering commitment 

and many contributions to our mission. Marilyn and her husband Joe will continue 

to attend St. John the Divine. Be sure to thank Marilyn for her exceptional service 

and wish her all the best in retirement when you see her.

MARILYN PATTERSON

We are pleased to announce that John Countzler is joining us as our new Financial 

Controller. John brings decades of experience in financial leadership roles, including 

the past nine years as the Chief Financial Officer for Ronald McDonald House. We 

are delighted to welcome him to our team. Please extend a warm welcome to John 

as he steps into this important role.

JOHN COUNTZIER
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The Bookstore is now Divine Gifts,
your source for thoughtfully chosen gifts, books, and resources.

We hope to inspire faith, spark joy, and support spiritual growth.

20% off
regular price of 1 book or gift

excludes Chapel cross, sale items,
and previous purchases

EXPIRES OCTOBER 31, 2025

HOURS 
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri | 10 am – 3 pm
Wed | 10 am – 7 pm
Sat | Closed
Sun | 10 am – 12:30 pm

713.354.2250 | divine-gifts.store
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Baptisms
Jun 2025 - Aug 2025

Amelia Claire Bergeron
Corinne Kay Bonham
William Bruno Butler
Faith Enorio
Hayes Stewart Crawford
Cora Jonel Gividen
Liv Holland Gividen 
Paul Nicholas Gividen
Sophie Lynn Hamblen
Sabrina Jane Jeffrey
Alice Frances Lopez
Mary Catherine McClellan
Gianna Nuñez
John Welling Seigfreid
Evelyn Angela Shepherd

Mary Carolyn Elliott
Poppy Elizabeth Hodge
Lucy Katherine Lowe
Ophelia Pate Orellana

Births
Jun 2025 - May 2025

Baker Bonds Raffety
Isabelle Chandra Sundara
Lucile Louise Tennant

Weddings
Jun 2025 - Aug 2025

Shelaghmichael Brown and Jim Braniff
Rachel Gillett and Tim Meiss

Deaths Jun 2025 - Aug 2025

Robert Randolph Debes
Myrna Harbuck
Earl Powell Hoffman

Robert Allen “Bob” Jones
Judy Furgiuele Martinez
Lula Jane Curtin Reed,
Michele Stojan Roberts

Adita Lynn “Deedie” Root
Laura Dow Hedberg Spalding
Jackson Reed Webber

Payton Ten Hagen & Jack Ambrose
Ellie Beard
Lauren, Jeff, Juliette, Miles & Luke Bergeron
Stephanie, Jon, Ethan & Amelia Bergeron
Elizabeth, Scarlett & Savannah Cambre
Laura Cannaday
Deloris, Lenyn, Anahi & Nohemi Catalan
Arge Martinez & James de Almeida

New Members
Jun 2025 - Aug 2025

Jessica, Tony, Grace, Libby, Bennet & William Essalih
Laurie & Jarrad Garrison
Christine, David, John Felix & Lucy Goldberg
Jody Houston
Tany James
Jean & Tom Kabele
Melissa, Ozair & Sophia Manji
Yesenia Loredo, Jorge & Valentina Navarro
Zach Roche
Meredith Sanders
Tayor & Coyle See-Smith
Naomi, John, Daniel, Emma, Elijah & Isabelle Sundara
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By Barbara Strobel, parishioner and treasurer of the church
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We are happy to report that, as of June 30, 2025, our 

revenue from donations is on budget and our expenses 

are under budget. We anticipate that both revenue and 

expenses will equalize during the second half of 2025 

and that we will end the year with a balanced budget. 

Your church remains in a strong financial position with 

healthy cash reserves. Thanks be to God! 

We are grateful that you have continued to give 

generously and ask that you continue to do so. Your 

giving helped fund our wonderful Easter services with 

their special music, as well as relief for the recent floods 

in the Hill Country.

It is an exciting time at SJD as we expand our ministries, 

grow in being “A Light to the City”, and upgrade our 

facilities. We are busy with increased programming and 

outreach opportunities. There are many ways to serve. 

Please pray about how God can use your time, talent, 

and treasure, and then respond wholeheartedly. 

If you are unsure of your current pledge/giving status or 

would like to discuss how you can support St. John the 

Divine, please contact Tara Converse at tconverse@sjd.org 

or 713.354.2257. 

As of June 30, 2025:
	 % OF TOTAL REVENUE TO BUDGET   

	 YTD Revenue was 104% of the
	 2025 Revenue Budget

	 YTD Revenue: $5,188,675; 
	 2025 Budgeted Revenue: $4,966,338

	 % OF TOTAL EXPENSES TO BUDGET
	 YTD Expenses: 94% of the 
	 2025 Expense Budget

	 YTD Expenses: $4,587,938;
	 2025 Budgeted Expenses: $4,885,393

	 Net year-to-date revenue in excess

	 of expenses $600,737 

Please scan
this code
or visit 
sjd.org/give 

ALL GIFTS MATTER AND 

EVERY GIFT

MAKES A DIFFERENCE.

By Barbara Strobel, parishioner and treasurer of the church

FINANCIAL REPORT



Keep up with our events by 
scanning this code or visiting 
sjd.org/events.

SEPTEMBER
 

Fall Adult Education | Prayer: Conversations with God
Lectures | Sundays, September 7 – 28, 10:15 am in the Hall Life Center
Lay-led Class | October 12 – November 23, 10:15 am in the Hall Life Center
Email Dr. Kira Moolman Pettit, director of adult formation, kpettit@sjd.org

Introduction to (Episcopal) Christianity
Sundays, September 7 – November 23, 10:15 am in the Parlor
Email Dr. Kira Moolman Pettit, director of adult formation, kpettit@sjd.org

Family Matters Group
Resumes Sunday, September 7, 10:15 am in the Scout Room
Email Dr. Kira Moolman Pettit, director of adult formation, kpettit@sjd.org

Scripture Meditation Group
Resumes Sunday, September 7, 10:15 am in the Nau Family Rm
Email the Rev. Louise Samuelson, associate rector, lsamuelson@sjd.org

Children’s Fall Sunday School | Age 2 – Grade 5
Begins Sunday, September 7, 10:15 am in various locations
Register at sjd.org/children

Youth Fall Sunday School | Grades 6 – 12
Begins Sunday, September 7, 10:15 am in Rooms 234, 236 & 238
More information at sjd.org/youth

After-Service Organ Crawls
Sundays, September 7 & 14 after the 9 & 11:15 am Church services
Email Steven Newberry, director of music and worship, snewberry@sjd.org

Snow Cone Mondays with Lamar High School
Mondays, 3:30 – 5 pm in the Westheimer Parking Lot
Sign up to serve at bit.ly/lamarsnowcones

Fall Baby Music Classes Begin
Tuesdays, beginning September 9,  9 – 10:30 am 
Register at theamericanmusicacademy.com/sjd

DivorceCare Group Begins
Tuesdays, beginning September 9, 6 – 8 pm in the Chapel Family Room
Email ctcbrock@gmail.com to sign up

20s & 30s Neighborhood Groups
Tuesdays, 7 pm, various locations
Email the Rev. Trent Pettit, associate rector, tpettit@sjd.org

COMING UP! September 2025 - November 2025
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Youth Midweek
Wednesdays, 6:30 – 8 pm in Rm 236
Email the Rev. Sutton Lowe, director of youth ministry, slowe@sjd.org

San Juan el Divino Estudio Bíblico en Español
Spanish Language Bible Study
Thursdays, 6:30 pm in the Nau Family Rm
Email the Rev. Trent Pettit, associate rector, tpettit@sjd.org

Student Ministry Council Meeting
Sunday, September 14, 5:30 – 6:30 pm in Rm 236 
Email the Rev. Sutton Lowe, director of youth ministry, slowe@sjd.org

Youth Sunday Night Live: Messy Games
Sunday, September 14, 6:30 – 8 pm in Rm 236 
Email the Rev. Sutton Lowe, director of youth ministry, slowe@sjd.org

The Gathering Dementia Respite 
Monday, September 15, 9:45 am – 1:30 pm in Sumners Hall
Email Susan Davis, director of Seniors Ministry, sdavis@sjd.org

ECW Book Club: My Name is Emilia del Valle
Tuesday, September 16, 10 – 11 am in the Chapel Bride’s Room
Email Pat Holmes, patriciahuntholmes@gmail.com

Reagan Cocke’s Lunchtime Bible Study:
Galatians & Philippians
Tuesdays, September 16 – October 14; November 18 – December 16
11 am – 12:30 pm in Rm 201
Email the Rev. Reagan Cocke, senior vice rector, rcocke@sjd.org

Bible 101 Class led by Tom Knudson
Wednesdays, September 17 – November 19, 6 – 7 pm in Room 203
Email Tom Knudson, tknudson67@gmail.com

Red Lion Club
Biweekly Wednesdays with men of all ages, 6:30 pm
The Red Lion Pub, 2316 S. Shepherd Dr.
Email the Rev. Trent Pettit, associate rector, tpettit@sjd.org

Praise and Prayer Service for Awaken ‘25
Wednesday, September 17, 6 – 7 pm in the Chapel
Email the Rev. Reagan Cocke, senior vice rector, rcocke@sjd.org

20s & 30s Just Desserts 
Wednesday, September 17, 7 – 9 pm 
Email the Rev. Trent Pettit, associate rector, tpettit@sjd.org for the address

Dad’s Discipleship Group
Thursday, September 18, 7 am in the Parlor
Email the Rev. Sutton Lowe, director of youth ministry, slowe@sjd.org

Hope of Glory Fall Study
Thursdays, September 18 – November 20, 9:30 am in the Hall Life Center
Learn more and register at sjd.org/hog

20th Anniversary Organ Concert 
Saturday, September 20, 5 pm in the Church
Email Steven Newberry, director of music and worship, snewberry@sjd.org
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Sep 2025 - Nov 2025

Oktober on the Boulevard Beer Brewing
Sunday, September 21
Email Kim Jameson, director of membership, kjameson@sjd.org

Women’s Monday Bible Study
Begins Monday, September 22, 7 pm in the Chapel
Email parishioner Jenny Childers, jennychilders@gmail.com

Teaching Tech for Seniors
Wednesday, September 24, 4 – 5:15 pm in the Parlor
Email Susan Davis, director of seniors ministry, sdavis@sjd.org

Parish Flu Vaccinations
Thursday, September 25, 9 am – 12 pm in Doris Sumners Hall
Sunday, September 28, 9 am – 1 pm in Doris Sumners Hall
Email Susan Davis, director of seniors ministry, sdavis@sjd.org

ROCO Concert: Feels Like Home
Saturday, September 27, 5 pm in the Church
Tickets and information at roco.org

Walking the Mourner’s Path
Tuesdays, September 30 – November 18, 3 – 5 pm
Chapel Family Room and Chapel Bride’s Room
Email the Rev. Louise Samuelson, associate rector, lsamuelson@sjd.org

OCTOBER
 

Body, Mind, and SOUL Women’s Book Club
Thursday, October 2 | Reading Lolita in Tehran
5:30 pm, class at Soul Cycle, 2549 Kirby Dr.
6:20 pm, dinner at Local Foods, 2555 Kirby Dr.
Email Audrey Black, ablack@sjd.org
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awaken
awaken

awaken

AWAKEN ‘25 | OCTOBER 3 – 5 
An all-parish weekend of spiritual 
awakening, renewal, and rededication.
Worship,teaching, and small groups.
Children and youth programs available.

SPEAKERS
Dr. Ed Newton, Community Bible Church
Shauna Niequist, bestselling author

REGISTRATION | SJD.ORG/AWAKEN

awaken
awaken

awaken

AWAKEN ‘25 | OCTOBER 3 – 5 
An all-parish weekend of spiritual 
awakening, renewal, and rededication.
Worship,teaching, and small groups.
Children and youth programs available.

SPEAKERS
Dr. Ed Newton, Community Bible Church
Shauna Niequist, bestselling author

REGISTRATION | SJD.ORG/AWAKEN

Awakening: Friday, October 3
6 – 7 pm | Dinner in Groups
7 – 8:30 pm | Worship and Presentation by Pastor Ed Newton

Renewal: Saturday, October 4
8:30 – 9:15 am | Breakfast
9:15 – 9:30 am | Worship and Presentation by Pastor Ed Newton
10:15 – 10:45 am | Break 
10:45 – 11:45 am | Presentation by Shauna Niequist
11:45 am – 1:00 pm | Lunch in Groups 

Rededication: Sunday, October 5
10:00 – 11:30 am | One worship service in the Church
with Shauna Niequist preaching
11:30 am – 12:30 pm | Celebratory lunch



Falling Into Thankfulness Sip & Shop
Wednesday, October 8, 4 – 7 pm at Divine Gifts
Email Dena Swasey, Divine Gifts Manager, dswasey@sjd.org

Prayer: Conversations with God Lay-Led Study
Sundays, October 12 – November 23, 10:15 am in the Hall Life Center
Email Dr. Kira Moolman Pettit, director of adult formation, kpettit@sjd.org

Rethinking Evangelism Class
Sundays, October 12 – November 23, 10:15 am
Email Dr. Kira Moolman Pettit, director of adult formation, kpettit@sjd.org

“Not Angels, but Anglicans”: 
A History of Christianity in England
Sundays, October 12 – November 23, 10:15 am in Room 203
Email Dr. Kira Moolman Pettit, director of adult formation, kpettit@sjd.org

First Communion Service
Sunday, October 12, 11:15 am in the Church
Email Holli Kight, director of children’s ministry, hkight@sjd.org

Dad’s Discipleship Group
Thursday, October 16, 7 am in the Parlor
Email the Rev. Sutton Lowe, director of youth ministry, slowe@sjd.org

Oktober on the Boulevard
Sunday, October 19, 11 am – 3 pm
Free tickets and information at sjd.org/ootb

Nepal Mission Trip
October 21 – November 2
Email Barbara Strobel, barstro@yahoo.com

The Gathering Dementia Respite 
Wednesday, October 20, 9:45 am – 1:30 pm in Sumners Hall
Email Susan Davis, director of Seniors Ministry, sdavis@sjd.org

ECW Book Club: Lion Women of Tehran
Tuesday, October 21, 10 – 11 am in the Chapel Bride’s Room
Email Pat Holmes, patriciahuntholmes@gmail.com

Teaching Tech for Seniors
Wednesday, October 22, 4 – 5:15 pm in the Parlor
Email Susan Davis, director of seniors ministry, sdavis@sjd.org

Family Retreat
October 24 – 26 in Tejas Camp and Retreat
Register at sjd.org/familyretreat

Giving Sunday | Bring Your 2026 Pledge Cards
Sunday, October 26
Email Tara Converse, director of parish giving, tconverse@sjd.org
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NOVEMBER

ROCO Concert: Fragrant Memories
Saturday, November 1, 5 pm in the Church
Tickets and information at roco.org

Baptism Sunday
Sunday, November 2
Email Tany James, formation and family ministry
coordinator, tjames@sjd.org

Adult Confirmation Service
Sunday, November 2, 11:15 am in the Church
Email Kim Jameson, director of membership, 
kjameson@sjd.org

Evensong for All Saints’
Sunday, November 2, 5 pm in the Church
with the Reading of the Necrology
Email music@sjd.org

Body, Mind, and SOUL Women’s Book Club
Thursday, November 6 | Murder at Gull’s Nest
5:30 pm, class at Soul Cycle, 2549 Kirby Dr.
6:20 pm, dinner at Local Foods, 2555 Kirby Dr.
Email Audrey Black, ablack@sjd.org

Mexico Medical Missions Trip
November 8 – 13
Email Mike Berkeley, mike@mexicomedical.org

Student Ministry Council Meeting
Sunday, November 9, 5:30 – 6:30 pm in Rm 236
Email the Rev. Sutton Lowe, director of youth ministry, 
slowe@sjd.org
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Youth Sunday Night Live: Zorb Soccer
Sunday, November 9, 6:30 – 8 pm
Email the Rev. Sutton Lowe, director of youth ministry, 
slowe@sjd.org

Christmas Shopping Kick-Off Sip and Shop
Wednesday, November 12, 4 – 7 pm at Divine Gifts
Email Dena Swasey, Divine Gifts manager, dswasey@sjd.org

Wrap the City in Joy: Serving Opportunities
Monday, November 17, 11 am at Casa Mateo
Monday, November 24, 3 pm at A Lighted Path
Email Madeline Spector, director of go outreach ministry, 
mspector@sjd.org

The Gathering Dementia Respite 
Wednesday, November 17, 9:45 am – 1:30 pm 
in Sumners Hall
Email Susan Davis, director of Seniors Ministry,sdavis@sjd.org

ECW Book Club: Table for Two
Tuesday, November 18, 10 – 11 am
in the Chapel Bride’s Room
Email Pat Holmes, patriciahuntholmes@gmail.com

Dad’s Discipleship Group
Thursday, November 20, 7 am in the Parlor
Email the Rev. Sutton Lowe, director of youth ministry,
slowe@sjd.org

Episcopal Church Women
Christmas Tree Decorating
Friday, November 21, 9 am – 12 pm at the reception desk 

Lord of the Streets
Thanksgiving Day Service Volunteers
Wednesday, November 26, 10:30 am – 1:30 pm
Email Madeline Spector, director of go outreach ministry, 
mspector@sjd.org

Thanksgiving Day Service
Thursday, November 27, 10 am in the Church
Email music@sjd.org

Sep 2025 - Nov 2025
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RESOURCES and
MINISTRY CONTACTS

GENERAL QUESTIONS

St. John the Divine main line  713.622.3600

RECEIVE EMAIL COMMUNICATIONS FROM SJD

Communications Team  communications@sjd.org

 sjd.org/email-signup

SCHEDULE AN EVENT

Facilities Team  events@sjd.org

ARRANGE WEDDINGS & FUNERALS

Sally Lehmberg  713.354.2220, slehmberg@sjd.org

ARRANGE BAPTISMS

Marleigh Lowe  713.354.2259, mlowe@sjd.org

CONNECT TO PASTORAL CARE

The Rev. Louise Samuelson  713.354.2234, lsamuelson@sjd.org

The Care Line (24-hour pastoral care)  713.354.2255

PRAYER MINISTRY

The Rev. Reagan Cocke  713.354.2229, rcocke@sjd.org

Prayer Requests prayer@sjd.org

JOIN ST. JOHN THE DIVINE OR GET MORE INVOLVED

Kim Jameson  713.354.2230, kjameson@sjd.org

Marleigh Lowe  713.354.2259, mlowe@sjd.org

UPDATE YOUR INFORMATION/APP ACCESS

Chrsti Megow  713.354.2246, cmegow@sjd.org

FAMILY & CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

The Rev. Libby Garfield  713.354.2253, lgarfield@sjd.org

Holli Kight  713.297.8751, hkight@sjd.org

CHILDREN & YOUTH MUSIC

Anna Teagarden  713.354.2245, ateagarden@sjd.org

YOUTH MINISTRY

The Rev. Sutton Lowe  slowe@sjd.org

20s & 30s MINISTRY

The Rev. Trent Pettit  tpettit@sjd.org

ADULT FORMATION AND EDUCATION

Dr. Kira Moolman Pettit  713.354.2261, kpettit@sjd.org

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Ally McCracken  amccracken@sjd.org

WOMEN’S MINISTRY

The Rev. Libby Garfield  713.354.2253, lgarfi eld@sjd.org

MEN’S MINISTRY

The Rev. Reagan Cocke  713.354.2229, rcocke@sjd.org

SENIORS MINISTRY

Susan Davis  713.354.2264, sdavis@sjd.org

“GO” OUTREACH MINISTRY

Madeline Spector  713.354.2238, mspector@sjd.org

WORSHIP MINISTRY

The Rev. Louise Samuelson   713.354.2234, lsamuelson@sjd.org

MUSIC MINISTRY

Steve Newberry  713.354.2242, snewberry@sjd.org

DIVINE GIFTS

Dena Swasey 713.354.2250, dswasey@sjd.org 

awaken
awaken

awaken

AWAKEN ‘25 | OCTOBER 3 – 5 
An all-parish weekend of spiritual 
awakening, renewal, and rededication.
Worship,teaching, and small groups.
Children and youth programs available.

SPEAKERS
Dr. Ed Newton, Community Bible Church
Shauna Niequist, bestselling author

REGISTRATION | SJD.ORG/AWAKEN
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SUNDAY SERVICES

WEEKDAY SERVICES

Traditional Worship, Rite One

Traditional Worship, Rite Two

Awesome Worship for Young Families

Sunday School for All Ages

Traditional Worship, Rite Two

Modern Worship

Traditional Worship, Rite One

Morning Prayer, M – F

Healing Eucharist, W

Evening Prayer, M – F

8 am

9 am

9:15 am

10:15 am

11:15 am

11:15 am

5 pm

7 am

10 am

5 pm

Let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,

not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some,

but encouraging one another, and all the more as

you see the Day drawing near. – Hebrews 10:24-25


