
MODERN WORSHIP
SUNDAY, JULY 19 | 11:15 AM

THE CHURCH OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE | HOUSTON, TX



ORDER OF SERVICE

HOLY SCRIPTURE

Songs and Prayers

Holy Scripture and Sermon

Prayers and Peace 

Offerings and Holy Eucharist  

	 Romans 8:12-25 (ESV)

So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live 
according to the flesh. For if you live according to the flesh 
you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of 
the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God 
are sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of slavery 
to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of 
adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit 
himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of 
God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs 
with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may 
also be glorified with him.
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or scan this QR code to introduce yourself online.



For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 
For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of 
the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not 
willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope that the 
creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption 
and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 
For we know that the whole creation has been groaning 
together in the pains of childbirth until now. And not only 
the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the 
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, 
the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. 
Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what 
he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it 
with patience.

The Gospel	 Matthew 13:24-30,36-43 (ESV)

[Jesus] put another parable before them, saying, “The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed 
good seed in his field, but while his men were sleeping, his 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went 
away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the 
weeds appeared also. And the servants of the master of the 
house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good 
seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ He said to 
them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, 
‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he said, 
‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along 
with them. Let both grow together until the harvest, and at 
harvest time I will tell the reapers, “Gather the weeds first and 
bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into 
my barn.”’”

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his 
disciples came to him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the 
weeds of the field.”



NOTES

He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of 
Man. The field is the world, and the good seed is the sons of 
the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the 
enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the end 
of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are 
gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the end of the 
age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather 
out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, and 
throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine 
like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let 
him hear.



HOLY EUCHARIST

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: 	    And also with you.
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People:	    We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:	    It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and 
everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth.

For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your
image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People (said):
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant: Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you 
made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and 
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 
God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, 
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 
world.



On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our 
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, 
eat. This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you. This 
is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.

Celebrant: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O 
Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his 
death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 
and unending life in him.

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and 
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 
eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with 
him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.

Celebrant and People: AMEN.



•	 All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
•	 If you are not baptized, you are welcome to come forward for a blessing.
•	 Gluten-free wafers are available upon request from the clergy.
•	 Please be guided by our ushers for Communion.
•	 Prayer Ministers are always present on either side of the stage for personal prayer.
•	 Interested in baptism, have questions about the faith, or want to connect with the clergy?
        Email the Rev. John Sundara at jsundara@sjd.org.

Your financial offerings help us be a light for the city. You may make your Sunday offering 

in one of two ways:

•	 By placing your offering in the plate during the Offertory or

•	 By scanning the QR code with  your phone.

Paul was an early church leader and missionary in the history of Christianity. 
He spread the news of Jesus Christ in many different cities and also wrote letters 
to these communities to encourage, teach, and convict them. Think of these as 
his pastoral e-mails from afar, caring for people whom he loved, but also giving 
them direction and instruction. This letter to the Romans is the longest letter that 
Paul wrote, and we receive some of his most nuanced theology here as he seeks 
to unite a divided church, preach the grace of Jesus Christ for all, and compel his 
readers towards a new life in Christ.            

WHY DID PAUL WRITE ROMANS?
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