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WELCOME

Welcome to St. John the Divine. We want to get 
to know you! Take your fi rst step by completing a 
welcome card and placing it in the off ering plate or 
scan this QR code to introduce yourself online.

Everything you need to join us in worship is found in this booklet. 
Hearing assistance is available. Please see an usher, who will be 
happy to help you!

FOR FAMIL IES

Worshipers of all ages are encouraged to fully take part in all aspects 
of the service. Children’s packets may be found in the narthex 
(lobby), children’s Bibles are in the pews, and nursery care for 
children birth – age 2 is available next door in the administration 
building. Also available is a Church Family Room just off  the narthex 
with comfortable furniture, toys, and a screen to view the service. 
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3:00 pm — December 24, 2025

FA M I LY  C H R I S T M A S  E V E 
E U C H A R I S T  

FESTIVE PRELUDE  Organ and Strings

CHERUB CAROLS SJD Cherub Choir 

THE WORD OF GOD
Congregation stands.

CAROL IN PROCESSION   

Words: London carol, 18th cent.; Music: God Rest You Merry from Little Book of Christmas Carols, ca. 1850.
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OPENING ACCLAMATION 

 Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
 People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

CAROL AT THE GLORIA        

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
 People: And also with you.
 Celebrant: Let us pray.

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: 
Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him 
perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, 
in glory everlasting. Amen.
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Words: French carol, tr. James Chadwick (1813-1882); Music: Gloria, French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes (1887-1958).
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THE LESSONS     Congregation sits.

The Old Testament Isaiah 9:2-7

2    The people who walked in darkness
    have seen a great light;
   those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
    on them has light shone.

3    You have multiplied the nation;
    you have increased its joy;
   they rejoice before you
    as with joy at the harvest,
    as they are glad when they divide the spoil.

4    For the yoke of his burden,
    and the staff  for his shoulder,
    the rod of his oppressor,
    you have broken as on the day of Midian.

5    For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult
    and every garment rolled in blood
    will be burned as fuel for the fi re.

6    For to us a child is born,
    to us a son is given;
   and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
    and his name shall be called
   Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

7    Of the increase of his government and of peace
    there will be no end,
   on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
    to establish it and to uphold it
   with justice and with righteousness
    from this time forth and forevermore.
   The zeal of the lord of hosts will do this.

 Reader: The Word of the Lord.
 People: Thanks be to God.
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Children are invited forward for the Gospel Lesson and Sermon.

Carol      Congregation stands.    

Words: English carol, 18th cen.; Music: The First Nowell, English carol, 17th cen.
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The Gospel   Luke 2:1-20

 Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
 People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. 2 This was the fi rst registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
3 And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with 
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came 
for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her fi rstborn son and wrapped him in 
swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn.

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the fi eld, keeping watch over 
their fl ock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were fi lled with great fear. 10 And the angel said 
to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ 
the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will fi nd a baby wrapped in swaddling 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest,
    and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 
the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known 
the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it 
wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, 
pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

 Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.
 People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.      
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THE SERMON       The Rev. John D. Sundara

Children may return to their seats.

THE NICENE CREED   Congregation stands.  BCP 358

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made.
 For us and for our salvation
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried.  
  On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE      

     Celebrant:  Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Congregation kneels. 

 Reader:  We pray for our families, our friends, and our neighbors.

  Lord, in your mercy,
    People:  Hear our prayer.

    Reader:  We pray for the people of the United States, for Donald our President, Greg our 
  governor, and John our mayor.

  Lord, in your mercy,
    People:  Hear our prayer.

    Reader:  We pray for the sick, the sad, the lonely, and those in prison.

  Lord, in your mercy,
    People: Hear our prayer.

    Reader:  We pray for our church, our Sunday school teachers, and our clergy.

  Lord, in your mercy,
    People:  Hear our prayer.

    Reader:  Lord God, hear the prayers of your people and strengthen us through your Spirit 
  to do your will.

    Reader and People: Amen.

 Silence. 

 The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

THE PEACE     Congregation stands.   BCP 360

 Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
 People: And also with you.
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THE ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY 

Star Carol John Rutter  b.1945

Sing this night, for a boy is born in Bethlehem,
Christ our Lord in a lowly manger lies;

Bring your gifts, come and worship at his cradle,
Hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary!

Refrain
See his star shining bright in the sky this Christmas Night!

Follow me joyfully; hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary!

Angels bright, come from heaven’s highest glory,
Bear the news with its message of good cheer:

“Sing, rejoice, for a King is come to save us,
Hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary!”

Refrain

See, he lies in his mother’s tender keeping; 
Jesus Christ in her loving arms asleep.

Shepherds poor, come to worship and adore him,
Off er their humble gifts before the son of Mary.

Refrain

Let us all pay our homage at the manger,
Sing his praise on this joyful Christmas Night;
Christ is come, bringing promise of salvation;
Hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary!

Refrain
Text: John Rutter from Carols for Choirs, vol. 4

Your Christmas offering supports the work of Harbor Christian Academy, a 

Christ-centered, classical school serving children from the Denver Harbor and Fifth 

Ward communities. Make your offering:

By placing your off ering in the plate during the Off ertory or

    By scanning the QR code with  your phone.
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PRESENTATION HYMN    Congregation stands.      

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   Eucharistic Prayer B BCP 367

 Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
 People:  And also with you.
 Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.
 People: We lift them to the Lord.
 Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
 People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
 Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give   
  thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us;  who, by the mighty 
power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the fl esh of the Virgin Mary his 
mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to 
become your children.

Hark! the her ald- an gels- sing glo ry- to the new born- King!

Peace on earth and mer cy- mild, God and sin ners- rec on- ciled!-

Joy ful,- all ye na tions,- rise, join the tri umph- of the skies;

with th'an gel- ic- host pro claim- Christ is born in Beth le- hem!-

Hark! the her ald- an gels- sing glo ry- to the new born- King!
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œ ™ œJ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ ™ œj œ œ ˙
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788); Music: Mendelssohn, Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847), adapt. William H. Cummings (1831-1915).
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name:

SANCTUS  S 129  Robert Powell

Congregation kneels.

Celebrant:  We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you 
have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your 
Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made fl esh, Jesus, your
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the 
Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made 
us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out 
of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me.”
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Setting by Robert Powell; Text © by The Church Pension Fund.
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Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People:

        We remember his death,
        We proclaim his resurrection,
        We await his coming in glory;

Celebrant:  And we off er our sacrifi ce of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to 
your Son in his sacrifi ce, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctifi ed by 
the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, 
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
fi rstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

 Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Celebrant and People:

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

            on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD    

       Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrifi ced for us.
  People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

       Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Music during the Ministration is selected from the following: 

Carol    

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

If you are not baptized, you are welcome to come forward for a blessing.

If you are not baptized and want to be, please contact one of the clergy.

Please be guided by the ushers to the communion rail.  

You may drink from the common chalice or intinct from the intinction cup. 

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request at the altar rail. 

Go tell it on the moun tain,- o ver- the hills and ev ery- where;-

go tell it on the moun tain,- that Je sus- Christ is born!
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Words: Afro-American spiritual, 19th cen., adapt. John W. Work (1901-1967); Music: Go Tell it on the Mountain, arr. Horace Clarence Boyer (1935-2009).
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Ding Dong, Merrily on High 16th Cen. French Carol

Ding dong, merrily on high! In heav’n the bells are ringing;
Ding dong, verily the sky is riv’n with angel singing.

Gloria, hosannah in excelsis!

E’en so here below, below, let steeple bells be swungen,
And io, io, io, by priest and people sungen.

Gloria, hosannah in excelsis!

Pray ye dutifully prime your matin chime, ye ringers;
May ye beautifully rhyme your evetime song, ye singers.

Gloria, hosannah in excelsis!

Text: Cambridge Carol Book

Children’s Song of the Nativity English Folk Tune Stowey                       

How far is it to Bethlehem? Not very far. 
Shall we fi nd the stableroom lit by a star?
Can we see the little Child, is He within?

If we lift the wooden latch, may we go in? 

May we stroke the creatures there? Ox, ass, or sheep?
May we peep like them and see Jesus asleep?

If we touch His tiny hand, will He awake?
Will He know we’ve come so far just for His sake?

Great kings have precious gifts, and we have naught,
Little smiles and little tears are all we brought.

For all weary children Mary must weep.
Here, on His bed of straw, sleep children, sleep.

God in his mother’s arms, babes in the byre,
Sleep, as they sleep who fi nd their heart’s desire.

Text: Frances Chesterton 1869-1938
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Il est né (He is Born) 18th Cen. French Carol

Refrain:

Through long ages of the past, prophets have foretold his coming;
Through long ages of the past, now the time has come at last!

Refrain

O how lovely, O how pure is this perfect child of heaven;
O how lovely, O how pure, gracious gift to human kind!

Refrain

Jesus, Lord of all the world, coming as a child among us,
Jesus, Lord of all the world, grant to us thy heavenly peace.

Refrain

Text: Traditional French Carol

See Amid the Winter’s Snow John Goss 1800-1880

See amid the winter’s snow, born for us on earth below;
See the tender Lamb appears, promised from eternal years:

Refrain:
Hail, thou everblessed morn; Hail, redemption’s happy dawn;

Sing through all Jerusalem, Christ is born in Bethlehem.

Lo, within a manger lies He who built the starry skies;
He who, throned in height sublime, sits amid the cherubim:

Refrain

Teach, o teach us, holy Child, by thy face so meek and mild,
Teach us to resemble Thee, in Thy sweet humility: 

Refrain

Text: E. Caswall

Il est né le divin enfant,
Jouez hautbois, résonnez musettes!

Il est né le divin enfant,
Chantons tous son avènement!

He is born, the Heav’nly Child,
Oboes play; set bagpipes sounding.
He is born, the Heav’nly Child,
Let all sing His nativity.
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Carol 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER    Congregation stands. BCP 365

 Celebrant: Let us pray.

 People: Eternal God, heavenly Father,
  you have graciously accepted us as living members
  of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
  and you have fed us with spiritual food
  in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
  Send us now into the world in peace,
  and grant us strength and courage
  to love and serve you 
  with gladness and singleness of heart;
  through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Words: Isaac Watts (1647-1748); Music: Antioch, George Frideric Handel (1685-1759).
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Carol      

THE BLESSING  Book of Occasional Services 11

Celebrant: May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly
 and heavenly, fi ll you with his joy and peace; and the blessing of God 
 Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and 
 remain with you always. Amen.

Words: Joseph Mohr (1792-1848); tr. John Freeman Young (1820-1885); Music: Stille Nacht, Franz Xaver Gruber (1747-1863).
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CAROL   

THE DISMISSAL   

   Deacon: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
  People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

POSTLUDE O Come, All Ye Faithful  Franklin D. Ashdown 1942-2023

All music, texts, and liturgical materials are printed and livestreamed under 

OneLicense #A708913 and CCLI license #216264.

Words: John Francis Wade (1711-1786); Music: Adeste fi deles, att. John Francis Wade (1711-1786).
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SJD CHORISTER PROGRAM

SJD Cherub Choir - ages 3 to Kindergarden | The Preparatory Choir - Grades 1-3
SJD Choristers - Grades 4-12  

Anna Teagarden, Associate Director of Music, SJD Choristers

Cherub Choir

Abigail Carter 

Eden Caruselle 

Rafa Diamond

Lily Doyal

Anna Kate Easterling

George Easterling

John Felix Goldberg

Lucy Goldberg

Ainsley Green

Charlotte Hays

Walker Hays

Mackenzie Houghton

Charles Houstoun

Cecily Jones

Jake Krieger

Agatha Lake

Blake Liu

Violet McGlasson

Caleb Meier

Maggie O’Sullivan

Aarnav Prabhu

Eloisa Pratt

Blair Purselley

Rinny Richard

Rowan Robin

Campbell-Grace Rychlicki

Griffi  n Rychlicki

Sophia Soheilli

Anthony Trunks Speier

Evi Stehle

Coleman Stevens

Darby Stevens

Avery Wang

Harlow Wiegand

Nicholas Wiegand

Preparatory Choir

Elizabeth Bryan

Jamie Bryan

Hajun Cho

Bizzie Dawson

Anna Hicks

Ellis Hill

Margaret Landis

Amelia Leal

Michaela Lu

Teagan Murry

George Peters

Barrett Phillips

Aneeka Prabhu

Anna Radhakrishnan

Ellie Reinhackel

Harper Stehle

Eloise Wiegand

Charlotte Woff ord

Jack Woff ord

Ember Zorn

SJD Choristers

Danilo Aguilar

Micaela Aguilar

Evelyn Baker

Trip Bryan

Mose Campbell

Caroline Carter 

Mimi Carter 

Ella Chen

Abigayle Dominguez

Delila Garcia

Sabrina Garcia

Jonathan Hairel

Gabriela Herrejon-Treviño

Chloë Hobratsch

Brooklyn LaPrise

Brielle Mathé

Charlotte McKenzie

Madeline McKenzie

Joshua Peters

Evelyn Phillips

Emily Radhakrishnan

Magda Rajszewski

Mary Parker F. Satterfi eld

Olivia Stehle

Isabelle Woff ord

Chorister Proctors & Staff 

Dr. Hayden Coie 

Mallory Miller

Kate Teagarden

Leah Teagarden

Rebecca Terry

Service Musicians

Anna Teagarden, director

McKenna Miller, violin

Alexandra Maynard, violin

Alison Wang, viola

Grace Jackson, organ
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CLERGY
The Rev. Dr. R. Leigh Spruill, Rector

The Rev. Reagan W. Cocke, Senior Vice Rector
The Rev. John D. Sundara, Vice Rector

The Rev. Louise Samuelson, Associate Rector
The Rev. Trent Pettit, Associate Rector

The Rev. Libby Garfi eld, Associate Rector
The Rev. Dr. Douglas W. Richnow, Priest Associate

The Most Rev. Josiah Idowu-Fearon, Bishop in Residence
The Rev. Sutton Lowe, Curate

The Rev. Dr. Charles M. Stiernberg, Deacon

MUSIC AND WORSHIP  STAFF
Steven A. Newberry, Director of Music and Worship

John Meier, Associate Director of Music
Anna Teagarden, Associate Director of Music

Grace Jackson, Hancock Intern for Church Music 
Sarah Gividen, Director of Modern Music

Nick Gividen, Associate Director of Modern Music
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