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The cover photo is of the Last Supper found in the stained glass 
surrounding the cross in the front window of the church.  

Photo by the Rev. Greg Buffone. Used by permission.

WELCOME

Welcome to St. John the Divine. We want to get 
to know you! Take your first step by completing a 
welcome card and placing it in the offering plate or 
scan this QR code to introduce yourself online.

Everything you need to join us in worship is found in this booklet. 
Hearing assistance is available. Please see an usher, who will be 
happy to help you!

FOR FAMIL IES

Worshipers of all ages are encouraged to fully take part in all aspects 
of the service. Children’s packets may be found in the narthex 
(lobby), children’s Bibles are in the pews, and nursery care for 
children birth – age 2 is available next door in the administration 
building. Also available is a Church Family Room just off the narthex 
with comfortable furniture, toys, and a screen to view the service. 

ALTAR FLOWERS

The church altar greenery is given to the glory of God. To donate 
altar flowers in memory, thanksgiving, or honor of someone, visit 
sjd.org/flower-dedications or contact Hayden Coie at 713.354.2241 
or hcoie@sjd.org.
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PRELUDE	 The Celestial Banquet	 Olivier Messiaen 1908-1992

“He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him.” 
John 6:56 

THE WORD OF GOD
SOLEMN PROCESSION 	 Congregation stands.

Hymn 321	

7:00 pm — April 2, 2026
Maundy Thursday

H O LY  E U C H A R I S T,  R I T E  T W O

&
##

1
2
3
4

My
O

Drawn
Nor

God,
let
by
let

thy
thy
thy
thy

ta
ta

quick
spread

ble
ble

ening
ing

-
-
-
-

now
hon
grace,
Gos

is
ored
O
pel

-

-

spread,
be,
Lord,
rest

thy
and
in
till

&
##

cup
fur

count
through

with
nished
less
the

-
-

love
well
num
world

doth
with
bers
thy

-

o
joy
let
truth

ver
ful

them
has

-
-

flow;
guests;
come
run,

- be
and
and
till

&
##

all
may
gath
with

thy
each
er
this

-

chil

Bread
from
soul

dren
sal
their
shall

- thith
va
Fa
all

-
er
tion
ther's
be

-
-
-

led,
see,
board
blessed

and
that
the
who

&
##

let
here
Bread
see

them
its
that
the

thy
sa
lives
light

sweet
cred
be
or

-
mer
pledg
yond
feel

-

cies
es
the
the

-
-

know.
tastes.
tomb.
sun.

œ œ œ œ ˙ œ ˙ œ ˙ œ

˙ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

˙ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ# ˙ œ

˙ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ œ ˙

Words: St. 1-3, Philip Doddridge (1702-1751), St. 4, Isaac Watts (1674-1748); Music: Rockingham from Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, 1780.
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OPENING ACCLAMATION	

	 Celebrant:	 Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins;
	 People:	 His mercy endures forever.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY  	 Book of Common Prayer (BCP), 355

Celebrant:	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE KYRIE	 Gerre Hancock 1934-2012  

© 2008 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. www.selahpub.com. 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY	

	 Celebrant:	 The Lord be with you.
	 People:	 And also with you.

	 Celebrant:	 Let us pray.
Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully in 
remembrance of Jesus Christ our Lord, who in these holy mysteries gives us a pledge 
of eternal life; and who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS   Congregation sits.

The Old Testament	 Exodus 12:1-14a  

1 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall be for 
you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. 3 Tell all 
the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a 
lamb according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household. 4 And if the household 
is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the 
number of persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the 
lamb. 
5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep 
or from the goats, 6 and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when 
the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight.
7 “Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the 
lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on 
the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9 Do not eat any of it 
raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts. 10 And you 
shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning 
you shall burn. 11 In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals 
on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the Lord’s 
Passover. 12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the 
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will 
execute judgments: I am the Lord. 13 The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses 
where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall 
you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt.
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14 “This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the 
Lord;”

	 Reader:	 The Word of the Lord.
	 People:	 Thanks be to God.

Psalm 116:1, 10-17    (read responsively by whole verse)		  Dilexi, quoniam

¹ 			   I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, 
				    because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him.

¹⁰ 			   How shall I repay the Lord 
				    for all the good things he has done for me?

¹¹ 			   I will lift up the cup of salvation  
				    and call upon the Name of the Lord.

¹² 			   I will fulfill my vows to the Lord 
				    in the presence of all his people.

¹³ 			   Precious in the sight of the Lord 
				    is the death of his servants.

¹⁴ 			   O Lord, I am your servant; 
				    I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; 
				    you have freed me from my bonds.

¹⁵ 			   I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
				    and call upon the Name of the Lord.

¹⁶ 			   I will fulfill my vows to the Lord 
				    in the presence of all his people,

¹⁷ 			   In the courts of the Lord’s house, 
				    in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

The Epistle	 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the 
night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, 
and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the 
same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in 
my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as 
you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

	 Reader:	 The Word of the Lord.
	 People:	 Thanks be to God.
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Hymn 329	 Congregation stands.	

The Gospel 	 Luke 22:14-30 

	 Deacon:	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
	 People:	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

14 And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. 15 And 
he said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 
16 For I tell you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17 And he 
took a cup, and when he had given thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it among 
yourselves. 18 For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until 
the kingdom of God comes.” 19 And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this 
in remembrance of me.” 20 And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup 
that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. 21 But behold, the hand 

Words: Att. Thomas Aquinas (1225?-1275); Music: Pange lingua, plainsong, Mode 3, Zisterzienser Hymnar, 14th Cen. 
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of him who betrays me is with me on the table. 22 For the Son of Man goes as it has 
been determined, but woe to that man by whom he is betrayed!” 23 And they began to 
question one another, which of them it could be who was going to do this.
24 A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as the 
greatest. 25 And he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over 
them, and those in authority over them are called benefactors. 26 But not so with you. 
Rather, let the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the leader as one 
who serves. 27 For who is the greater, one who reclines at table or one who serves? Is 
it not the one who reclines at table? But I am among you as the one who serves.
28 “You are those who have stayed with me in my trials, 29 and I assign to you, as my 
Father assigned to me, a kingdom, 30 that you may eat and drink at my table in my 
kingdom and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”

	 Deacon:	 The Gospel of the Lord.
	 People:	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON 	 The Rev. Reagan W. Cocke

THE NICENE CREED   Congregation stands. 	 BCP 358

We believe in one God,  
	 the Father, the Almighty,  
	 maker of heaven and earth,  
	 of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
	 the only Son of God,  
	 eternally begotten of the Father,  
	 God from God, Light from Light,  
	 true God from true God,  
	 begotten, not made,  
	 of one Being with the Father.  
	 Through him all things were made. 
	 For us and for our salvation 
		  he came down from heaven:  
	 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
		  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
		  and was made man.  
	 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
		  he suffered death and was buried.   
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		  On the third day he rose again  
			   in accordance with the Scriptures;  
		  he ascended into heaven  
			   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
	 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
		  and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
	 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
	 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
	 He has spoken through the Prophets.  
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
		  and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, Form I   	 BCP 383

	 Celebrant: 	 Let us pray for the church and for the world.

Congregation kneels.

	 Leader: 	 With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying  
		  “Lord, have mercy.” 

		  For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and  
		  for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord.
	 People:	 Lord, have mercy.

	 Leader:	 For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 
	 People:	 Lord, have mercy.	

	 Leader:	 For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let  
		  us pray to the Lord.
	 People:	 Lord, have mercy.	

	 Leader:	 For this city, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, 	
                       	 let us pray to the Lord.
	 People:	 Lord, have mercy.	

	 Leader:	 For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to  	
                        	 conserve it, let us pray to the Lord.
	 People:	 Lord, have mercy.	
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	 Leader:	 For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and 
the suffering, let us pray to the Lord.

	 People:	 Lord, have mercy.

	 Leader:	 For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for  
		  prisoners and captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let 	
		  us pray to the Lord.
	 People:	 Lord, have mercy.

	 Leader:	 For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the  
		  departed, let us pray to the Lord.
	 People:	 Lord, have mercy.

	 Leader:	 For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let  
		  us pray to the Lord.
	 People:	 Lord, have mercy.

	 Leader:	 That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without 	
		  reproach, let us pray to the Lord.
	 People:	 Lord, have mercy.

	 Leader:	 In the communion of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one  
		  another, and all our life, to Christ our God.
	 People:	 To thee, O Lord our God.

		  Silence

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
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THE CONFESSION OF SIN    			   BCP 360

	 Celebrant:	 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

People:	 Most merciful God,  
	 we confess that we have sinned against you  
	 in thought, word, and deed,  
	 by what we have done,  
	 and by what we have left undone.  
	 We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
	 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
	 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
	 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
	 have mercy on us and forgive us;  
	 that we may delight in your will,  
	 and walk in your ways,  
	 to the glory of your Name. Amen.

	 Celebrant:	 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen.

THE PEACE   Congregation stands.	  				  

	Celebrant:	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
	 People:	 And also with you.

Children coming from ‘washing feet and last supper’ join their parents for Communion.

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS

Your financial offerings fuel ministries that Change Lives for God in Christ. You may 

make your Sunday offering in one of two ways:

 By placing your offering in the plate during the Offertory or

    By scanning the QR code with  your phone.
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY	  

Anthem     		 Harold Friedell 1905-1958    

Jesus, so lowly, child of the earth: christen me wholly, bring me new birth. 
Jesus, so lonely, weary and sad; teach me that only love maketh glad.  
Jesus, so broken, silent and pale; be this the token, love will not fail.  

Jesus, victorious, mighty and free; teach me how glorious death is to be.

Text: Edith Williams 1854-1925

PRESENTATION HYMN 382 (vs. 1, 3)   Congregation stands.			 
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Words: George Herbert (1593-1633); Music: General Seminary, © 1976 David Charles Walker. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   Eucharistic Prayer A	 BCP 361

	 Celebrant:	 The Lord be with you.
	 People: 	 And also with you.
	 Celebrant: 	 Lift up your hearts.
	 People:	 We lift them to the Lord.
	 Celebrant: 	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	 People:	 It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant:	 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. For our sins he was lifted high upon the cross, that he 
might draw the whole world to himself; and, by his suffering and death, he became the 
source of eternal salvation for all who put their trust in him. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name:

SANCTUS S-113	 John Merbecke

Congregation kneels.

Celebrant:  Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; 
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live 
and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

&b
Ho ly,- Ho ly,- Ho ly,- Lord God of Hosts,

&b
Heaven and earth are full of thy glo ry:- Glo ry- be to thee, O LordMost High.

3 3

&b
Bless ed- is he that com eth- in theName of the Lord. Ho san- na- in theHigh est.-
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Setting by John Merbecke (1510?-1585?), adapt. Hymnal 1940.
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He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

	Celebrant and People

	Christ has died.
	Christ is risen.
	Christ will come again.

Celebrant:  We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that 
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom.  

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever. Amen.
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	 Celebrant:	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant	

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

            on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Agnus Dei	 Gerre Hancock

&
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Je sus,- Lamb of God, have mer cy- on us.

&
##

Je sus,- bear er- of our sins, have mer cy- on us.

&
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Je sus- re deem- er- of the world, give us your peace.
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© 2008 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. www.selahpub.com.
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Celebrant:	 The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Anthem   	      Edward Elgar 1857-1934

Ave verum Corpus, natum de Maria Virgine:
Vere passum, immolatum in cruce pro homine: 
Cujus latus perforatum, unda fluxit sanguine: 
Esto nobis praegustatum in mortis examine. 

O dulcis, O pie, O Jesu Fili Mariae, miserere mei. Amen.

Hail, true Body, born of the Virgin Mary, who has truly suffered,
was crucified on the cross for mortals, 

whose side was pierced, whence flowed water and blood:
Be for us a foretaste (of heaven) during our final examining.

O sweet, O pure, O Jesus, Son of Mary, have mercy upon me. Amen.

Text: 14th century Eucharistic hymn

 All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

 If you are not baptized, you are welcome to come forward for a blessing.

 If you are not baptized and want to be, please contact one of the clergy.

 Please be guided by the ushers to the communion rail.  

 You may drink from the common chalice or intinct from the intinction cup. 

 Gluten-free wafers are available upon request at the altar rail. 
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Hymn 171         	

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER   Congregation kneels.	 BCP 365

	 Celebrant:	 Let us pray.

	 People:	 Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
		  you have graciously accepted us as living members  
		  of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
		  and you have fed us with spiritual food 
		  in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
		  Send us now into the world in peace, 
		  and grant us strength and courage 
		  to love and serve you 
		  with gladness and singleness of heart; 
		  through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE PEOPLE	 Book of Occasional Services 14

Celebrant:	 Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family,  for 
	 whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into 
	 the hands of sinners, and to suffer death upon the cross; who lives and 
	 reigns for ever and ever. Amen.
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Words: James Montgomery (1771-1854); Music: Petra, Richard Redhead (1820-1901)
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Anthem	  	 Orlando Gibbons 1583 - 1625

Drop, drop, slow tears and bathe those beauteous feet, 
Which brought from heaven the news and Prince of peace.

Cease not, wet eyes, his mercies to entreat; 
To cry for vengeance sin doth never cease.

In your deep floods drown all my faults and fears; 
Nor let his eye see sin, but through my tears.

Text:  Phineas Fletcher (c. 1582–1650)

THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR	

Psalm 22 chanted during str ipping of the altar.		  BCP 610

Please leave the Church silently.

A Prayer Vigil begins in the Chapel immediately following the service  

and will continue through the night.  

All are welcome to come and pray.

All music, texts, and liturgical materials are printed and livestreamed under  

OneLicense #A708913 and CCLI license #216264.
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TODAY’S MUSICAL OFFERING
Keep in touch with SJD Music at our blog: 

sjdmusic.wordpress.com.

Tonight, Maundy Thursday, we commemorate the institution of the sacramental rite 
of Holy Communion and the great sacrificial love of God. At the Prelude, we hear the 
mystic music of 20th Century French composer Olivier Messiaen in a depiction of John 
6:56 “He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him.” Listen 
for the blood drops of Christ which begin in a regular pattern and then taper off to 
nothing as Christ dies on the cross.

The sequence hymn, “Now my tongue, the mystery telling,” ranks as one of the truly 
great Eucharistic hymns of the Church. With a text attributed to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
it is sung to an old medieval Sarum plainsong tune. At the Offertory we hear Harold 
Friedell’s anthem of supplication, “Jesus, so lowly.” The simple, meditative quality of 
this work has earned it a beloved place in the American Anglican choral repertoire. 
The text is the only widely known poem by Edith Williams, the sister of poet, novelist, 
theologian, and scholar Charles Williams. In it she speaks of “Jesus, so lowly, child of 
the earth; Jesus, so lonely and sad; Jesus, so broken”; and finally, “Jesus, victorious, 
mighty and free.” The poem culminates in the triumphant concluding phrase “teach 
me how glorious death is to be.” During the Ministration the choir sings yet another 
significant Eucharistic hymn of the Church, “Ave Verum” in a setting by English 
composer Edward Elgar.

After the Eucharist is celebrated on Maundy Thursday, it is customary to “strip the 
altar,” symbolizing the abandonment of Jesus by his disciples and the stripping of 
Jesus by the soldiers before his crucifixion. Psalm 22 is traditionally sung during this 
time preceded and followed by the antiphon “They divided my garments among 
them; they cast lots for my clothing.”

Stay in touch! To learn more about music events at SJD, scan the QR 
code to subscribe to our newsletter. 
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CLERGY
The Rev. Dr. R. Leigh Spruill, Rector
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The Rev. Dr. Charles M. Stiernberg, Deacon
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John Meier, Associate Director of Music
Anna Teagarden, Associate Director of Music 

Grace Jackson, Hancock Intern for Church Music  
Sarah Gividen, Director of Modern Music 

Nick Gividen, Associate Director of Modern Music

2450 R IVER  OAKS BLVD  •  HOUSTON,  TX 77019  •  S JD.ORG


