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Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  
– Psalm 119:105



6 Ways to

Live Out Your Faith
in Your Day-to-Day Life

Being the church doesn’t 

end when we leave the 

church building. Here are 

some things you can do to 

shine the light of Christ in 

the world.

Introduce yourself 
to a neighbor 
you’ve never met.

Wake up
10 minutes earlier
than normal 
and spend time 
reading scripture.

 Send text messages 
  of gratitude to 
 three people today.

Build relationships
with people who 
speak different 
languages by 
volunteering with 
the English as a Second Language ministry. 
Email esl@sjd.org to sign up.

Go for a walk
in a park or your 
community and

pray for everyone
you see.

Share your favorite 
scripture with 
someone today 
and ask them to 
tell you theirs.
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About this magazine
This newsletter is printed quarterly and is comprised of articles written

by staff, members, and friends of St. John the Divine. If you have a

“Spotlight” story, “Community Notes” announcement (Baptism, Birth,

Death, Wedding, New Member, Memorial), or photos that you would

like to submit, please email Andrea Meier at ameier@sjd.org.11
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Warning:brace yourself if you decide to utilize 

Google’s search function to peruse articles and information on 

“the decline of Christianity in the US” or “membership loss 

in the Episcopal Church.” The news is not good. By now, we 

should all be aware of accelerating trends shaping a cultural 

context wherein fewer and fewer people are active in churches 

or even self-identify as Christian. The reasons are complex, of 

course. But no major Christian groups have suffered greater 

proportional losses in the past two generations than mainline 

denominations such as the Episcopal Church. I pray daily 

that St. John the Divine will not only be a counter-witness 

to these broad trends but a Spirit-filled locus of joyful and 

faithful revival. 

I believe it is critically important that we are clearly oriented to 

our cultural moment. My observation over the past generation 

is that we can tend in one of two directions in relation to the 

church’s loss of privileged status in society: one is to remain 

ignorant or indifferent, the other is grief and frustration. 

What I am passionate about, however, is doing ministry with 

believers who feel a great energy and privilege as those called 

to be Christ’s light for the world at just such as time as this! Not 

that it is simple, without challenge, or entirely predictable. 

I often return to the prophet Jeremiah when contemplating 

what it is to be God’s people in an alien environment. A 

favorite portion of his long book of the Old Testament is 

Chapter 29. By 600 BC Babylon is the ascendant power in the 

entire Near East, and this empire takes aim at Jerusalem. As you 

may recall from biblical history, by 587 BC Babylon’s leader 

Nebuchadnezzar and his army destroy the holy city and take 

many of her people back to Babylon into exile. 

This disastrous event fulfills Jeremiah’s prophesy that Judah’s 

terminal infidelity to God would lead to a coming judgment 

and an end of national life as they had known it. And yet 

sometime afterward Jeremiah sends a letter of hope and 

encouragement to the exiles in Babylon. It is a beautiful letter, 

not an “I told you so”. But Jeremiah does not offer false hope 

that the people’s exile will end anytime soon. Rather Jeremiah 

exhorts the Israelites exiled in Babylon to settle in for the long 

haul. He encourages them to flourish and be faithful, not just 

for their own sake but for the sake of the Babylonians! 

“Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles… 

build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they 

produce. Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for 

your sons and give your daughters in marriage that they may have 

sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. But seek 

the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to 

the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.”

- Jeremiah 29:4-7

One of the most formative essays I have read on my personal 

theology of the church was written by a Mennonite 

theologian, Howard Yoder, who used to teach at University 

of Notre Dame. It was written on this text from Jeremiah and 

its application to the modern church of the West. The thesis 

was simply this: exile is mission. Being scattered abroad into 

the world is calling! 

Being the people of God is not dependent on a physical 

campus any more than Israel’s identity is dependent on living 

comfortably in Jerusalem. A loss of majority status – as painful 

as it may be – offers fresh opportunities to remember that 

of the City
By the Rev. Dr. R. Leigh Spruill



God’s people are called and gifted by the Spirit to discharge 

their mission in the world without being in charge of the 

world. After all, God is in charge.

So, the question I will continually put before us is this: what 

if our greatest engine for renewal and vitality lay precisely in 

our embrace of a strong missional calling for the sake of others 

in the City of Houston? What if the most successful work of 

outreach begins with the work of in-reach whereby we more 

intentionally help one another grow in our capacity to be 

lights in an increasingly dark world, in every sphere of culture?

In this current season of life at St. John the Divine, parish 

leadership is articulating a new strategic vision to guide our 

future life in Christ. Among our three primary goals is that 

St. John the Divine is committed to being a Light for 

the City, and every member is discipled to be Christ’s 

missionary into every sphere of life. Underlying this 

statement is our conviction that the primary reason for being 

the church is to bear the light of Christ into the world, to 

seek the welfare of those where God has sent us to live right 

here in the City of Houston. For in its welfare, we will find our 

welfare. Given our cultural moment, I cannot think of a more 

important or energizing time to grow and go together into 

this holy calling.
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Rector’s Book Recommendation
To Change the World: The Irony, Tragedy, and Possibility of Christianity 
in the Late Modern World  by James Davison Hunter

(Oxford University Press, 2010)

Over the past dozen years, I have often 

recommended this book as one of the best 

scholarly books I have read on the shape of 

Christianity’s role in late modern culture. 

Hunter is the Distinguished Professor of 

Religion, Culture, and Social Theory at the University of Virginia. This is an 

important contribution to the larger church’s discernment of what faithful 

cultural engagement for the 21st century looks like. 

 I pray daily that St. John the Divine will not only be a counter-witness to 

these broad trends but a Spirit-filled locus of joyful and faithful revival. 
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Being THE CHURCH

CHURCH MEMBERS ACTIVE IN HOUSTON – 
We are exploring our call to be The Church in the City through our 

Lenten series and devotional, but what can that mean for an individual? 

Hear from two of our members about how they have been called to live 

their Christian lives in the world. Be on the look out for more stories in 

future issues.

KATHRYN LODER
The Makers Project | the-makersproject.com

Kathryn has attended St. John the Divine for several years and 

has been an active member of our Young Adult Ministry. One 

way she shares her faith in Houston is through her non-profit, 

The Makers Project.

Q: How have you been called to be a part of the Church in 

our local community?

Answer: I started a non-profit named The Makers Project 

to walk kids, teenagers, and young adults through the most 

difficult moments of their lives and inspire them to be who 

they are made to be. We work with underserved communities, 

mostly in homeless shelters, to ignite self-worth and purpose 

through self-exploration with different mediums of art.

 Q: What does it mean to you for the Church to be in the city?

Answer: Being the Church in the City means to live your 

faith and walk in love. It means letting God use you in mighty 

ways to love his beloved children. 

Q: What advice do you have for someone who wants to be 

involved in their community, but isn’t yet?

Answer: My advice is to be brave and put yourself 

out there. God can use you in many mighty ways, that you 

could have never imagined, to love others recklessly.  

Q: Anything else you want us to know?

Answer: It’s ok to not feel worthy or good enough 

for what God is calling you towards because it is in those 

uncomfortable places where God can work and make others 

feel a little less lonely. Your discomfort makes you human and 

by going where God is calling you, you can create a safe place 

for others to find refuge.

Art made by  kids, teenagers, and young adult at the homeless shelter.
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SAM NEWMAN
Little Red Box Grocery | littleredboxgrocery.com

Sam was confirmed at St. John the Divine in 2017 and has been an active 

member since then, including serving on one of the Community Engagement 

Project teams. Sam opened Little Red Box Grocery Store in Houston’s Second 

Ward (3401 Harrisburg Blvd Suite G, 77003) last year, as part of an effort to 

increase access to good food in one of Houston’s food deserts.

Q: How have you been called to be a part of the Church in our  

local community?

Answer: I think the most important thing for us at Little Red Box is 

to open our doors to one and all, and to be welcoming and kind to one 

and all. We serve a broad swath of customers which is not surprising given 

the diversity of Houston in general and of our Second Ward neighborhood 

specifically. My hope is that we can create an environment where people 

shop shoulder to shoulder with someone who’s living a fundamentally 

different life than theirs.

Q: What does it mean for you to be a part of the Church in the city? 

Answer: What this store provides me—standing behind the counter each day, talking with customers about their lives (some 

share more than you can imagine)—is the opportunity to live into the fruits of the spirit with every conversation with vendors, 

my team, shoppers, partners, and of course myself. We can be our own worst critics, can’t we? But after nearly a year of running 

this place and messing up more times (a day!) than I can count, I’ve learned the healing power of grace—giving it for myself and 

extending it to others. 

Q: What advice do you have for someone who wants to be involved in their community, but isn’t yet?

Answer: There’s no market shortage for dedicated and 

enthusiastic people willing to roll up their sleeves and help. 

Discern one area or one topic (food insecurity, healthcare 

access, homelessness, whatever), find an organization working 

in that space, and offer to help. Maybe that’s cracking boxes 

open at a Saturday morning food drive, maybe that’s providing 

part-time marketing support. You know what you bring to the 

table, and to the extent that you have the ‘reserves’ to gift, do 

it. We leverage the heck out of the goodwill-based skillset of 

others.  

Q: Anything else you want us to know? 

Answer: Come shop with us!

“. . . I’ve learned the healing power of grace—giving it for myself and extending it to others.”
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and data related to housing, employment, and education. 

The CEP teams quickly saw that influencing social and 

psychological formation in childhood and continuing 

through early adulthood represented the most effective 

strategy to improve the likelihood of positive life outcomes. 

The teams began to develop strategies for engaging and 

supporting children, youth, and young adults at risk for 

difficulties stemming from social and economic disparities.  

We’ve come a long way since beginning the discernment 

work in mid-2021, and thanks to the extraordinary work 

of the CEP teams, a vision for community engagement has 

emerged. Simply stated, it is improving short- and long-term 

outcomes for the very young, school-age children, and young 

adults disadvantaged by socioeconomic disparities. At the 

heart of this vision is a focus on relationship-based community 

engagement through one-on-one mentoring. 

A New Nonprofit – A Lighted Path       
To support and sustain the broader mission, the Vestry of 

St. John the Divine approved the creation of a new affiliated 

nonprofit known as A Lighted Path. The new nonprofit will 

operate under the oversight of an independent board and the 

rector and vestry of St. John the Divine. 

As an independent nonprofit affiliated with SJD, A Lighted Path 

will need the enthusiastic support of parishioners and friends 

St. John the Divine has a history of substantive, long-term 

community service, generous financial giving, and many 

of our members volunteer in leadership roles, as well as in 

other ways in our community. Nevertheless, as the Church of 

Jesus Christ our corporate call to love and serve our neighbor 

continues to compel and inspire our vision for what is possible 

in the Houston area.  

With the arrival of our new Rector, the Rev. Dr. Leigh Spruill, 

there is a renewed interest and passion on the part of St. John 

the Divine to live into a new vision of practical and present 

service that, God willing, will result in an improved quality of 

life for individuals and families struggling in our city. 

In July 2020, we published a 4-part series titled Going into the 

World addressing health disparities within the US population, 

including lifespan, rates of hypertension, diabetes, obesity, 

and heart disease. The likelihood of experiencing poor health 

is highly correlated with key socioeconomic factors; housing, 

employment, and education being the most significant.  

Based on this research and consultation with experts in the 

field, SJD launched the Community Engagement Project 

(CEP) in early 2021 to assess how we might impact one or 

more of these three social dimensions in Houston. During 

the discernment phase of the project, the CEP relied on 

three teams of parishioners who gathered information 

St. John the Divine Community Engagement 
From Discernment to Action
By the Rev. Greg Buffone

We’ve come a long way since beginning the discernment work 

in mid-2021, and thanks to the extraordinary work of the 

Community Engagement Project teams, a vision for community 

engagement has emerged.

8
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Scan this code or visit sjd.org/sjd-blog 

to read the entire blog series of how our 

period of discernment is leading to action 

by the Rev. Greg Buffone .

to provide time, talent, and treasure to make this new ministry 

effective. And while St. John the Divine will provide startup 

funding for A Lighted Path, we anticipate that A Lighted Path 

will engage in community fund raising and become financially 

independent within the next few years. 

Inaugural Program – Adults in Training 
The first A Lighted Path relationship-based program is called 

Adults in Training, a partnership with DePelchin Children’s 

Center focused on mentoring young adults aging out of foster 

care. It is a systematic, multi-dimensional approach to assisting 

these young adults in successfully transitioning to stable 

independent living. DePelchin Children’s Center, a highly 

regarded non-profit organization that currently serves foster 

youth barely a mile from our campus, has partnered with SJD 

to develop a new program to connect with and empower 

young adults to plan and successfully achieve their transition 

into independent living.   

Background 
Young adults age out of extended foster care at 21 years of 

age and face increased challenges launching into adulthood, 

including increased risk of homelessness, incarceration, 

addiction, or losing their life within 18 months of leaving care. 

About 1500 such young adults in the Houston area age out of 

care each year. The DePelchin’s Children’s Center was seeking 

to expand their assistance programs for these young people in 

this difficult transition.  

The idea of a partnership arose. The Community Engagement 

Project Housing team and DePelchin, along with input and 

assistance from young adults in the DePelchin program, 

came together to initiate the Adults in Training program. 

A collaborative team of SJD volunteers, staff at DePelchin 

Children’s Center, and designated professionals will help 

these young adults develop life skills and relationships 

to better equip them in establishing stable housing and 

employment and generally improve their life outcomes.  

The Adults in Training program soft-launched in January 2023 

with around 20 young adults in the first cohort. An initial call 

for volunteers last fall resulted in several dozen SJD parishioners 

completing training and being introduced to the young 

adults. Initial programing and engagement is underway. A 

key element of the planned program is housing. Access to 

housing increases the likelihood of a successful transition to 

independent living. Participants who pursue their transition 

plan will be provided with or assisted in obtaining housing 

before their 21st birthday (the last date they can receive 

extended foster care services).  

We are delighted to have the benefit of DePelchin’s expertise to 

provide guidance in best practices and to assist in continuous 

self-assessment as we develop and refine the pilot. We hope 

to expand the program within the Houston area over time to 

include additional non-profits and participants. 

A Lighted Path and its programs, Adults in Training being the 

first, will be an ongoing and, hopefully, growing endeavor. 

Your prayers, time, talent, and treasure are essential to the 

success of these programs. A Lighted Path will open new and 

exciting opportunities to love and serve your community in 

the future. 

Strong Start
Investing in the early years of a child’s development can 

improve a variety of outcomes later in life, such as physical 

health, employment, and earnings. Yet less than one in 

every three economically disadvantaged students who enter 

kindergarten in HISD have the foundational skills to succeed in 

school. A new program from A Lighted Path, Strong Start, will 

work in partnership with Collaborative for Children to assist 

early childhood providers and families in preparing children 

to succeed in kindergarten and beyond. Scan the code below 

to read a series of blog posts about Strong Start.

9
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The SJD Chorale and SJD Choristers travel to 
Salisbury Cathedral in June 2024

By Marilyn Gore, director of information services

The Church in Another City

The Choir of St. John the Divine (the SJD Chorale and SJD 

Choristers) is getting excited about going to Salisbury, 

England in the summer of 2024 for a residency at Salisbury 

Cathedral! The Cathedral has a live-in choir school that was 

founded in 1091. In addition to the regular school classes, the 

choristers sing and rehearse daily and are the resident choir for 

the cathedral. While the cathedral choir is on summer break, 

other choirs visit and sing the daily offices that are regularly 

sung by the choristers.

For a week in June 2024, The Choir of St. John the Divine will 

be in Salisbury taking their turn as the choir-in-residence. 

Every day, the choir will rehearse together and sing daily 

Evensong during the week and Choral Eucharist on Sunday 

in the Cathedral. The SJD pilgrims traveling to England with 

Leigh Spruill that summer will arrive in Salisbury on Friday of 

residency week to visit the choristers and attend Evensong at 

the Cathedral.

In addition to their time at the Cathedral, the SJD Choristers 

will visit the Roman Baths at Bath, Cholderton Rare Breeds 

Farm where they’ll get to milk cows and do yoga with goats, 

Windsor Castle, and greater London.

The Choristers will offer a series of Evensongs here at SJD 

beginning in the fall of 2023 featuring music they’ll be singing 

at Salisbury.

As you can imagine, a trip of this magnitude needs the support of 
the parish! The SJD Choristers will be selling potted Easter lilies 
for $20 each that will benefit the scholarship fund. We encourage 
you to support our choristers by ordering one or more of these 
lovely flowers, either from an SJD Chorister or by scanning this 
code to order online. Lily sales run through March 25.

A Message from the Rev. Dr. Leigh Spruill
Susalee and I are excited to be leading a St. John the Divine study tour to Great Britain in July 2024. 

This “Anglican Roots” tour will engage the church’s early days in Great Britain as well as the English 

Reformation. We will visit significant sites in Anglican church history and sacred places where 

important saints bore witness to the faith. Our pilgrimage will also include Salisbury Cathedral during 

our SJD Choir residency program. Let us know of your interest by scanning this code to sign up for an 

email list. We hope you many of you will consider joining us!



Our annual community 
Christmas event added 
    snow and food trucks 
      to its already fabulous 
      live nativity and 
     Christmas concert.

12

Christmas
on the Boulevard:
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Catch up on all the St. John the Divine photos in our online photo album. Visit sjdivine.smugmug.comor scan this code.
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Over 2,500 
people welcomed
the light of Christ 
at one of our 
Christmas services. 

Christmas Eve

COMMUNITY NOTES & PHOTOS
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COMMUNITY NOTES & PHOTOS
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Our Epiphany Taizé
service was a special
celebration of prayer,
song, light, and community.

Epiphany
Taizé  

COMMUNITY NOTES & PHOTOS



Women from St. John the Divine 
had a renewing retreat at Camp 
Allen as they focused on women 
mentoring women.

27th Annual 

Women’s
   Retreat

17
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RSCM Gulf Coast

Winterfest

27th Annual Women’s    Retreat

SJD Choristers traveled to 
Baton Rouge to be a part 
of the Royal School of 
Church Music Gulf Coast 
Course Winterfest 
culminating in children 
and youth choirs 
from three churches 
leading worship together.
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COMMUNITY NOTES

2022-23 Weddings   Nov - Jan

Katherine McFarlin and Billy Tyler

Ally Cedeno and Michael Tenorio

Laura Grove and Fletcher Prouty

2022-23 Baptisms  Nov - Jan

Merritt Marie Anderson
Claire Alexandra Bernhardt
Walls Boyce “Wally” Brooks
Richard Wayne “Trip” Bryan
James Temple “Jamie” Bryan
Dalton Cade
Dean Alexander Cyprian
George Turner Easterling

Cathryn Elizabeth Furlow
Julia Daulton Furlow
Kinsley Rae Caudill
Everett Nottingham Grundy
Tolar Numa Hamblen V
Madeleine Eloise Danielle Holden
Elliot Thomas Hunt
Violet Marie Jeffrey

Luca Verde Lattimore
Caleb Dean Meier
Kara Rose
Hayes Redmond Street
Shepherd Wyatt Sutter
Mikayla Kailani Tenorio
Eloise Sarah Watts
Lucy Heather Weigand

2022-23 Memorial & Funeral Services  Nov - Jan
David Jerome “Jerry” Boldra

James Hal Byrd

Jean Amsler Cathriner

Doris “Dodie” Newton Harrington

Kathleen Campbell Laws

Frederick “Fred” Forrest Morgan, Jr.

Charles Richter Ofner

Mark Nelson Peterson

James Alexander Rickard

Peter Harris Roussel

Barbara Schatz

John Lee Thompson

Alison Thrash Wun

Photo of the Garden of Resurrection taken by the Rev. Greg Buffone
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You can still make a 
2023 pledge! 

PLEDGE (sjd.org/pledge)

Bearing Fruit

Our 2023 campaign resulted in 651 pledges totaling over $6.34 million. Though shy of our goal 

of 700 pledges, this total exceeded our montetary goal of $5.75 million as well as our total from last year 

of $5.52 million pledged. Thank you to our generous pledgers for fueling our mission as we continue to 

Change Lives for God in Christ.

Goodbye and Hello!

At the conclusion of a successful 2023 Generosity Campaign, our tireless 

Director of Generosity Louise Symmes retired. Louise has worked 

diligently behind the scenes for five years educating, counseling, and 

mentoring the parishioners of St John the Divine about generosity 

and biblical giving. We wish her all the best as she enjoys retirement, 

volunteering, and continuing to be a value dmember of St. John the 

Divine with her husband Will.

We are also excited to welcome Terra Seidel to our staff on March 22 as 

our new Director of Parish Giving. Terra and her husband were married in 

our chapel in the mid-90s and moved away from Houston shortly afterwards. 

She also led our middle school ministries at about that time. Terra’s historical 

connection to St. John the Divine, combined with her extensive fundraising 

background and strong faith, make her the perfect addition to our team.

GENEROSITY REPORT
By Beth Bunk, parishioner and generosity committee chair



21

FINANCIAL REPORT
By Barbara Strobel, parishioner and treasurer of the church

Every gift, large or small matters—

thank you for giving back 

to the Lord a portion of what he 

has given you!

Your gifts Change Lives 
for God in Christ!

GIVE (sjd.org/give)

The 2022 year-end results were outstanding!
Thanks be to God for the wonderful 2022 financial blessings –– we are both thrilled and grateful! And a 

big thanks to our generous parishioners! 2021 and 2022 blessings allowed us much-needed funds to plug 

some holes in our finances.  We still have a lower maintenance reserve than we would like with the age of 

our facilities, and we hope to continue to add to that annually. Please keep in mind that after next year the 

Nau match will end, and we will need to replace the $600K of revenue it has so graciously provided. So 

everyone’s gifts, large and small, are needed!

As of December 31, 2022: 

 % of total revenue to budget   

 YTD Revenue is 115% of the 2022 Revenue Budget

 YTD Revenue $8,825,156; 2022 Budgeted Revenue $7,659,369

 % of total expenses to budget

 YTD Expenses:  103% of the 2022 Expense Budget

 YTD Expenses:  $7,872,489; 2022 Budgeted Expenses $7,655,973

 2022 Blessings — revenue over expense: $952,667
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UPCOMING EVENTS Through May 2023

MARCH
 
Church in the City Speaker Series and Soup Supper
The Rev. Rudy Rasmus, speaker
Wednesday, March 15, 6 pm in the Hall Life Center
Email the Rev. Reagan Cocke, vice rector, rcocke@sjd.org

Church in the City Speaker Series and Soup Supper
The Rev. Dr. Tom Pace, speaker
Wednesday, March 22, 6 pm in the Hall Life Center

20s and 30s Service Saturday
Saturday, March 25
Email Tori Gilliland, minister for young adult engagement, tgilliland@sjd.org

Friends and Neighbors Service with Bishop Josiah Fearon
Sunday, March 26, 5 pm in the Church
Email Tori Gilliland, minister for young adult engagement, tgilliland@sjd.org

Church in the City Speaker Series and Soup Supper
Parishioners Lori Gobillot and Jeff McParland, speakers
Wednesday, March 29, 6 pm in the Hall Life Center
Email the Rev. Reagan Cocke, vice rector, rcocke@sjd.org

APRIL
 
Palm Sunday
Sunday, April 2
Services with festive procession at 8 am, 9 am, 9:15 am, 11:15 am, and 5 pm
Visit sjd.org/holy-week

Sunday School on Break
Sunday, April 2

Holy Week Eucharists
Monday – Thursday, April 3 – 6, 12 pm in the Chapel
Visit sjd.org/holy-week

Maundy Thursday Family Foot Washing
Thursday, April 6, 6:30 pm in the Julia Garden
Email Deanna Lawson, director of children’s ministries, dlawson@sjd.org

Maundy Thursday Service
Thursday, April 6, 7 pm in the Church
Visit sjd.org/holy-week



Good Friday Clergy-Led Stations of the Cross
Friday, April 7, 7 am, 1 pm, 6 pm
Visit sjd.org⁄holy-week

Good Friday Family Stations of the Cross Experience
Friday, April 7, 3 – 5 pm
Email Deanna Lawson, director of children’s ministries, dlawson@sjd.org

Good Friday Services
Friday, April 7, 12 pm and 7 pm in the Church
Visit sjd.org/holy-week

Family Easter Service and Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 8, 3 pm in the Hall Life Center
Email Deanna Lawson, director of children’s ministries, dlawson@sjd.org

Sunrise Easter Vigil
Sunday, April 9, 6 am on the lawn
Visit sjd.org/easter

Easter Services
Sunday April 9
9 am, 11:15 am, and 5 pm in the Church
9:15 am Awesome Worship in the Hall Life Center
11:15 am Table Service in the Hall Life Center
10:30 am Easter Egg Hunt in the St. John School Quad
Visit sjd.org/easter

Easter Church Office Closure
Monday, April 10 
Offices re-open Tuesday, April 11

20s and 30s Genuine Eats
Friday, April 14
Email Tori Gilliland, minister for young adult engagement, tgilliland@sjd.org

Baptism Sunday
Sunday, April 16
Email Sally Lehmberg, life event coordinator, to schedule a baptism, 
slehmberg@sjd.org

Women’s Ministry Spring Celebration
Monday, April 17
Email Jackie Collins, executive assistant, jcollins@sjd.org

20s and 30s Compline
Thursday, April 20, 7 pm in the Chapel
Email Tori Gilliland, minister for young adult engagement, tgilliland@sjd.org

Easter Taizé Service
Sunday, April 23, 6 pm in the Church
Email music@sjd.org

ROCO Concert
Saturday, April 29, 5 pm in the Church
Visit rocohouston.org for information and tickets 2323

continued on 
page 24 . . .



MAY
 

Senior Sunday
Sunday, April 7
Email Dan Gannon, director of family ministry, dgannon@sjd.org

Youth Confirmation Service
Saturday, May 13
Email Dan Gannon, director of family ministry, dgannon@sjd.org

Adult Confirmation Service
Sunday, May 14, 11:15 am in the Church
Email Kim Jameson, director of membership, kjameson@sjd.org

Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 14, Roses for all women
Email Kim Jameson, director of membership, kjameson@sjd.org

Ascension Day Service
Thursday, May 18, time TBD
Email Neal McGowan, associate rector, nmcgowan@sjd.org

Pentecost Picnic
Sunday, May 28, 10 am
Email Kim Jameson, director of membership, kjameson@sjd.org

Baptism Sunday
Sunday, May 28
Email Sally Lehmberg, life event coordinator, to schedule a baptism, 
slehmberg@sjd.org

Sunday School on Break
Sunday, May 28

Memorial Day Church Office Closure
Monday, May 29 
Offices re-open Tuesday, May 30

24

UPCOMING EVENTS Through May 2023

Scan this code or visit

sjd.org/events to see

a full calendar
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THE BOOKSTORE

Mon – Thur, 10 am – 3 pm 
Sun, 9 am – 12 pm
713.354.2250   •   sjdbookstore.com

We also have a great selection of 
cards for many occasions.

The Nightingale
by Hans Christian Anderson 
and adapted by Kevin Lau
with music by ROCO

 The delightful and timeless tale of “The Nightingale,” 

by Hans Christian Anderson, has been adapted and set 

to music by renowned composer and pianist, Kevin Lau, 

creating an enchanting, artistically immersive experience 

for children of all ages! Each beautifully illustrated page 

comes to life with music performed by ROCO along with captivating narration to help young and 

not-so-young readers fall in love with the creative arts all over again. Also hidden on some of the 

richly colored pages are musical instruments to seek and find.

 This exquisite book contains QR codes that link to the music, giving you three options: follow 

and listen to the full story, read along with the music, or just enjoy the score on its own. Either way, 

this one-of-a-kind sight and sound experience is sure to be the most beloved book in your child’s 

or any music lover’s collection!
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sjd.org/easter

April 2 – 9

Experience the majesty and meaning of Holy Week and Easter 
at St. John the Divine. Travel the way of the cross from Palm 
Sunday through Good Friday and celebrate the Resurrection 
on Easter weekend with your church family.

H� y Week
EasterAND

AT ST JOHN THE DIVINE

New in Jewelry!
Bradley Kellie Design
Hand cast made-in-Texas designs created by Brad and Kellie 

Cutsinger. Made of sterling or 14K gold over bronze in small 

batches, each design is crafted to help you look good and to 

make a statement. Each design comes with a helpful story 

card. Their motto is Be Brave. Be Bold. Share His Story. 
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THE CHURCH OF
S T  J O H N  T H E  D I V I N E
C H A N G I N G  L I V E S  F O R  G O D  I N  C H R I S T

2 4 5 0  R I V E R  O A K S  B L V D .
H O U S T O N  T X  7 7 0 1 9
7 1 3 . 6 2 2 . 3 6 0 0

Traditional Worship, Rite One

Traditional Worship, Rite Two

Awesome Worship for Young Families

Sunday School for All Ages

Traditional Worship, Rite Two

The Table Contemporary Service

Traditional Worship, Rite One

Morning Prayer, M – F

Healing Eucharist, W

Evening Prayer, M – F

SUNDAY SERVICES

WEEKDAY SERVICES

8 am

9 am

9:15 am

10:15 am

11:15 am

11:15 am

5 pm

7 am

10 am

5 pm


